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AN ACCOUNT OF THE MASSACRE 


AT CALABAR, AND OF TWO 


AFRICAN PRINCES, WHO WERE ENSLAVED AND BROUGHT 


10 ENGLAND: 


SHEM, TO THE REV, CHARLES WESLEY. 


WITH AN ORIGINAL LETTER FROM ONE OF 


BY MR. RUTT. 


ee 


str, Glapton, May 1, 1808. 
7 APPREHEND that you have 
scarcely any readers, who have 


not been impressed, according to 


their different opportunities of in- 
formation, by the wrongs which 
Africa has endured from the ini- 
guity of Eeropeap and especially 
of Briush commerce. Among those 
wrongs, which even humanity may 
incline us too soon to forget, none 
attracted more attention about 20 
years ago, than that transaction, 
too justly called a. massacre, 
which occurred in 1767, im the 
river of Calabar, a considerable 
station for the slave-trade, in 
Upper Guinea. 

Mr. Clarkson in his ‘* History 
of the Abolirion,” (i. 305,) men- 
tions this massacre. He had the 
first account of ittiom a Moravian 
minister at Bristol, on his visit 
to that city, in 1787, when he 
undertook his benevolent mission, 
to explore *Sthe sucrets of the 
prisonshouse.”? Mr. C. also pro- 
cured “ authentic documents’ 
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and depositions, from which he 
has formed an interesting relation 
of the atrocious deed, which 


well agrees with the following 


statement made to the House of 
Commons, I quote the * Abridg- 
ment of the minutes of the evi- 
dence taken betore a committee 
of the whole house, to whom it 
was referred, to consider of the 
slaveetrade,” 1790. No. ii. P. 200. 

“In Old Calabar river are two towns, 


Old Town and New Tewn. A rival- 


ship in trade produced a jealousy. be- 


tween the towns; so that through fear 


of cach.other, for a considerable time, 
no.canoe would leave their towns to go 
up the river for slaves; which happened 
in 1767. Seven ships fof Liverpool, 
Bristol and London,]} icy off the point 
which separates the towns; six of the 
captains invited ‘he people of both towns 
on board on a certain day, as if to re- 
concile them : at the same time agreed 
with the people of New Town to cut 
off the Old ‘Town people, who should 
remain on board the next morning. 
The Old Town people persuaded of 
the sincerity of the captains’ proposal, 
went on board in great numbers. Nex 
morning, at 8 o'clock, one of the shins 
fired a gun as a signal to commen. 
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hostilities. Some of the traders were 
secured on beard, some were killed in 
resisting, and some got overboard and 
were fired upon. When the firing be- 
gan, the New Town people who were 
in ambush behind the point, came for- 
ward and picked up the people of Old 
Town who were swimming and had 
escaped the firing. After the firing was 
over, the captains of five of the ships 
delivered their prisoners (persons of 
Consequence,) to the New Town canoes, 
two of whom were beheaded along-side 
the ships; the inferior prisoners were 
carried to the West-Indies. One of the 
captains who had secured three of the 
king's brothers, delivered one of them to 
the chief man of New Town, who was 
one of the two beheaded alongside: 
the other brothers he kept on board, 
promising when the ship was slaved, 
to deliver them to the chief man of 
New Town. His ship was soon slaved 
from this promise, and the number of 
prisoners made that day; but he refused 
to deliver the king's two brothers, and 
carried them to the West Indies, and 
sold them. ‘Thence they escaped to 
Ma rm. and thence after three years 
to Bristol, where the captain who 
brought them, fearing he had done 
wrong, meditated carrying or sending 
them back to Virginia. Jones of Bris- 
tol, who had ships trading to Old Ca- 
Jabar, had them taken from the ship 
(where they were in irons) by an Ha- 
beas Corpus.———The king escaped from 
the ship he was in, by killing two 
of the crew who attempted to scize 
him: he then got into a one man canoe, 
and paddled to the shore; a six-pounder 
from one of the ships struck the canoe 
to pieces ; he them swam on shore to the 
woods near the ship, and reached his 
ewn town though closely pursued; it 
was said, he received cleven wounds 
from musket shot.” 


It appears that this account of 
the massacre was given on the au- 
thority of the boatswain of one ot 
the vessels engaged, and confirmed 
by a deposition taken at Bristol 
tn 1773, from the mate of another 
vessel. It also agreed with the 
affidavits, made by the surviving 
brothers of the African king, a 
printed copy of which I once had 
in MY possession. 





The two. brothers thus rescued 
from the slavery to which they 
were a second time devoted, had 
the happiness, on their liberation 
at Bristol, to come under the no. 
tice of the late Rev. Charles 
Wesley, who then presided over 
the methodist connexion in that 
city. Mr. W. appears to have paid 
great attention to their improv. 
ment, and especially; as might 
have been expected, to their ree 
ligious instruction. — I have some 
papers in the hand-writing of 
these Africans, as appears by Mr, 
Wesley’s endorsement. ‘These he 
communicated to his friend, my 
much respected father. On his 
decease, more than 30 years ago, 
they came into my possession and 
have never been published. 

From these papers it appears 
that a ship was provided, probably 
by Jones the trader to Old Cala- 
bar mentioned in the evidence, to 
convey the brothers to their own 
country. They sailed from Bris. 
tol, in Mar¢h, 1774. The vessel 
was wrecked on one of the Cape 
de Verd Islands, where they sut- 
fered great hardships. An Ame- 
rican schooner conveyed them to 
Barbadoes, from whence they Te 
turned to Bristol, atter an ab- 
sence of three months, An ac- 
count of the voyage and shipwreck 
they wrote in two letters to Mr. 
Wesley, dividing between them 
this arduous task of ComposiUou, 
Ancona Robin Robin John tells 
the story to their shipwreck on 
the Island, when Little Fphraum 
Robin Join continues the ate 
count to their reearrival at Bris 
tol. ‘The penmanship and ortho. 
graphy of these papers are like 
those of an Furopean, who m 
late life acquires a very partial 
education. From this, which 8 






































the only fair comparison, these 
Atrican compositions need not 
shrink®. 

Mr. Wesley, who was now in 
London, continued his attention 
to the instruction of the brothers 
by correspondence. Their grati- 
tude for his kindness is expressed 
in the following letter, written by 
Ancona, which you may deem 
worthy of preservation, for the 
sake both of the scribe and the 
sentiments. These, among nu. 
merous instances, serve to shew 
that the poct **stoop’d to truth,” 


who sang how 
“Skins may differ, but affection 
Glows in black and white the same.” 


Bristol, ‘fuly 20, 1774. 
Reverend Sir, 

My last, in which came an acceunt 
of the transactions that had happened to 
us since we left Bristol, [ hope came safe 
to hand, since which as this favourable 
opportunity offers, I take the liberty to 
send you these few lines, to inform you 
of our well-doing here. It is with great 
pleasure that I can inform you of the 
advancement [ have made, through your 
generous assistance when here, and by 
Mrs, Johnsen, &c. in your absence, 
whom we should visit much oftener than 
we do for instruction, if not eften pre- 
vented by bad weather, and the destance 
we are from her, The study of the holy 
scriptures, first generously tought us by 
you, has been our chiefest employment, 
and have reaped such benefits from it, 
that we hope in a short time to be use- 
ful members of society, and to our great 
satisfaction the more we are acquainted 
with it for the conduct of our future 
lives, and a lively hope of a future sal- 


® [The journal of Little Fphraim Robin John, 
has been kindly put into our possession by Mr. Kutt, 


nextnumber, Ed.] 
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vation which will be always our chiefest 
care to attain, according to the princi- 
ples learned us by you. We have not 
got any vessel yet for to carry us all home, 
and hope we shall have more time to 
make a further progress in our learning 
before we goes, and will always be care- 
ful to remember the good and whole- 
some advice we have received from you. 

Please to give our kind love to 
your worthy Resi, for whome with 
yourself we shall never forget offer up 
our most fervent prayers to the Almighty 
—- beseeching him to reward you 
for all the good and care you have take 
of Reverend Sir, 

Your most faithful humble servant, 
ANCONA ROBIN ROBIN JOHN, 


Ancona and his brother sailed 
again from Bristol, probably soon 
after the date of this letter. It 
is certain, that they at length 
reached their own country. ‘The 
witness before the House of Come. 
mons, whose evidence I have 
quoted, and who quitted the 
slave-trade in 1770, says that he 
was “at Old Calabar when they 
arrived,’ and that he saw in their 
** possession their depositions tak- 
en at Bristol, and of Wilham 
Floyd, who was mate of one of 
the ships when the transaction 
happened.” 

It cannot be recollected with. 
out regret, that these apparently 
hopeful brothers were so soon 
merged again in the population 
of Africa, especially of that part 
rendered peculiarly corrupt by 
the prevalence of the slave-tradet. 


and Ancona Robin Robin John, 
and shall be given in the 


+ The trade carried on at this station, seems to have been attended with cir- 
cumstances, remarkably disgraceful to the British name. In the debate on the 


Abolition, in 1792, Mr. W 


following instance which happened in 17g4, “at i" » 
concerning this trade was going forward in parliament—Six Britis 
cored off the town of Calabar. ‘The captains of 


tol and Liverpoo!, were anc! 
these vessels, thinking 
consultation how they should proceed ; 


their own terms were complied with. 


that the natives as 
and agreed to fire upon the town unless 


On « certain evensng they notified their 


‘\berforce mentioned in the House of Commons, the 


“at the very time when the inquiry 
sh ships of Bris- 


ked too much for their slaves, held a 
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What became of them atterwards 
was probably never known to their 
friends in England. Yet Mr. 
Charles Wesicy’s attention to 
their improvement, was highly 
meritorious, and it is with no 
small satisfaction that I have 
recorded one of the many Chris- 


tian chariues of a man whom f 
was taught to esteem when I was 
very young, anu for whose cha. 
racter J cannot fail to entertain 
an hereditary respect. 

You.’s 


J.T. RUTT. 
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 





THF FALLACY OF THE CHURCHMAN’S ARGUMENTS, TO PROVE 


THAT UNITARIANS ARE NOT R 


ATIONAL CHRISTIANS, EXPOSED, 





To the Editor of the 


SIR, 

A gentleman, styling himself a 
churchman, has introduced a tue 
pic into your valuable publica. 
ton, which, to be ta rly discussed, 
ought to be fairly represented. 
tle asserts, that Unitarians are 
not rational Christians: by which 
he evidestiy means, that Unita. 
rian Christians are not rational 
Christians; and upon this point I 
gm willing to enter with him up- 
But first it 
will be necessary, that we should 
vuderstand clearly, what is meant 
by the terin Unitarian Christian: 
and, as Tam one myself, and on 
this account left the church, to 


on the c«iscussion. 


which this gentleman belongs, if 


he means by churchman, a mem- 
ber of the church of England, | 
shall im tew words state, what I 


cetermination to the traders; and told 


Monthly Reposiiory. 


and many others understand by 
the term Unitarian Christians. 
The term Christian does not re 
quire long explanation; by it is 
meant a believer in Christ: and, 
as the believers in Christ are di- 
vided into a variety of sects, the 
term Unitarian bas been applied 
to one sect, which believes, that 
one only God exists in one person, 
in opposition to those Christians, 
who believe that one God exists, 
but in several persons. — ‘The 
Christians, who belicve that the 
one Géd.exists im several persons, 
attribute different names and qualir 
tics to these persons: the Unitas 
rian Christian believes that pere 
son only 1s God, who Is styled 
Jehovah in the Old Testament, 
and in the New ‘Testament,. the 
God and Vather of Jesus Christ. 


them, that if they continued obstinate, 


they would put it into execution the next morning. in this they kept their word. 
Ty . oe oun > - . : = 
Chey brough: sixty-six guns to bear upon the town: and tired on it for thre: 


hours. Not a shot was returned. A 
accommodation. ‘The parties however 


canoe then went ff, to offer terms of 
hot agreeing, the firing re-commenced 


. 
, 


mere damage was done, and the natives were forced into submission. ‘There 
Were no certain accounts of their loss. Report said that fifty. were killed, but some 
Were seen lying badly wounded, and others in the agonies Of death, by those who 


went afterwards on shore,” 


Clarkson's Hist. of Abol. ii. 361- 
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Bya Unitarian Christian, I mean 
then a believer in Chnist, who 
believes one person only to be 
God: if there is any thing ira- 
tional in this belief, 1 becomes 
your correspondent, the church- 
wan, to pont it out: but he ap- 
pears to me to have brought vari- 
ous subjects forward, which may 
be matters of opinion among Uni- 
tarian or other Christians, but 
which have nothing to do with 
the present argument. Let us 
examine his six important points, 
on which he endeavours to rest lis 
arguinent. 

Ist. ‘The seriptures are fully 
equal to complete instruction in 
religion, though not inspired. 

Vuitarians, in) common with 
many other Christians, believe the 
scriptures to be fully equal to 
complete instruction. ‘The ques. 
tion of the inspiration of the scrip 
tures is held differently, by dit- 
ferent Christians: and upon this 
head I may entertain my own 
opinions, which have nothing to 
do with my sentiments, as an 
Unitarian Christian. I object 
therefore to the introduction of 
the terms, ** though not inspired ;” 
und the churchman is to prove, 
that we Unitarians are irrational, 
because we believe, that the scrip- 
tures are fully equal to complete 
instruction in religion. On this 
ground J am willing to meet him: 
bay I will go farther; for I assert, 
that no other writings but the 
scriptures are fully equal to com. 
plete instruction in religion. Une 
der this head I find, that the 
Churchinan bas introduced the 
names of Dr, Priestley and Mr. 
Belsham, with a view, I presume, 
to fasten ppon Unitarians some 
Particular tenets of these gentle. 


Uniiarians Rationat Christians 





27 


men. Once for all then I am to 
observe, that I became an Uni- 
tarian, before I knew either of 
these gentlemen; and that the 
only thing I recollect of the for- 
mer genticman, previous to the 
change of my religious opinions, 
is, that, when J was anundergra- 
duate in the University of Cam- 
bridge, I composed a thesis in op- 
position to Dr. Priestley’s buok on 
Matter and Spirit, and = main. 
tained a disputadon in the public 
schools, against the opinions of the 
celebrated doctor. Itwas not tulll 

had quitted the church, that I bes 
came a readerot Dr. Priestley’s re- 
hioious works: and atterwards I had 
the pleasure of considerable in- 

tercourse with him, which PE shal! 

always recollect with increasing 
satistaction. Whatever religious 
knowledge Lo may have derived 

trom other writers, besides those 
of the scriptures, must be attri< 
buted chiefly to the bishops Law 

and Watson, the doctors Jebb end 

Paley, and my very excellent 

friends Mr. Lindsey and Mr, ‘Tyre 
whitt. 

2, The second point, insisted 
upon by the churchman, to prove 
that Unttarian Christians are not 
rational Christians is, that hu- 
man are all under the 
law of necessity, wud yet subjece 
men hereafter lo punishirent, 

On this 1 shall gbserve only, 
that the doctrine of necessity is 
differently understood and ex- 
plamed by various Christians, 
whether Unitarinus or not; and 
that, whether the necessarinn or 
libertarian be right, the Unitarian 
Christian bas, as an Unitarian, 
nothing at all todo withit. For 
iny part, I cannot allow it to bea 
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eeneral are more concerned than 
Heathens, Mahometans or Jews. 

3. The third point introduced 
by the Churchman, is, that, al- 
though every thing proceeds uns 
der the strict law of necessity, 
miracles have been performed. 

Td this I observe, that the 
words, ‘although every thing 
proceeds under the strict law of 
necessity,” have nothing to do 
with the qnestion. I believe, in 
common with Unitarian and other 
Christians, that miracles have 
been performed; and, if this sub- 
jects us to the disgrace of being 
irrational, the churchman must 
bring us some arguments, before 
we accede to the opinion. 

4. The fourth point, laid down 
by the churchman is, that, not- 
withstanding the present state of 
the world, it was the object of 
the mission of Jesus Christ to 
reform the world. 

1 shall observe here only, that 
the reformation of the world was 
assuredly an object of the mission 
of Jesus Christ, but not the sole 
object: and the present state of 
the world is no more an argu- 
ment that this object will not be 
accomplished, than that a build- 
my will not be raised, because 
only the foundations are seen, 
That much remains to be done, 
I will, without any dificulty, al. 
low; but, from the mere view of 
mankind trom the days of Christ 
to the present, [ perceive a very 
great amelioration in theirs. .e; 
wid Teannot deny, that his church 
is fur superior to the temples, in 
which the most degrading worship 
was paid to a variety of idols, and 
the filthiest rites were paid to ob- 
scene deities. 


5. The fifth argument, brought 
by the churchman is, that man, 
although purely material, shall 
be raised from the dead. 

Here I must object to the in. 
troduction of the terms, “ al. 
though purely material,” as being 
irrelevant to the question. The 
Unitarian believes that man, whe- 
ther material or not, shall be raised 
from the dead; and the church. 
man is to shew the absurdity of 
this opinion, before he can prove 
us to be irrational. As to all the 
metaphysics of the churchman, 
] reject them altogether. I believe 
that we shall rise from the dead, 
because Jesus rose from the dead 
and commissioned his messengers 
to proclaim the doctrine of the 
resurrection to the world. 

6. The sixth point brought for. 
ward by the churchman, is, that, 
the phenomena of nature may 
be reconciled with the system of 
optimism, 

Whether this may or may not 
be the case, I leave the optimist 
toconsider. The Unitarian Chrise 
tian has nothing to do with it. 

And now, Sir, give me leave 
through you to call upon your 
correspondent the churchman, 
come forward boldly and candid- 
ly. If he means to attack Unie 
tarians, Ict him attack them as 
such: but I am very much IM. 
clined to believe, that this church- 
man does net so much wish to 
discredit the opinions of the Uni- 
tarians, as through them to sub- 
vert the foundations of our Come 
mon Christianity. 


I remain, Sir, 
Your constant reader, 


A UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN. 
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GHEOLOGICAL ERRORS IN NICHOLSON’S “ WeEw BRITISI 
| ENCYCLOPEDIA.” 





To the Editor of the 


sir, London, May 10, 1808. 
Amidst the encroachments of 
pseudo-orthodoxy on every side, 
it is pleasant to perceive that the 
republic of letters is as yet toler- 
ably free from its irruptions. ‘This 
is a perpetual topic of lamentation 
to the orthodox, one* of whom 
has proclaimed the majority of 
those who, in this country, pursue 
literature as a profession to be 
unbelievers,—that is, unbelievers 
in John Calvin’s pecultarities ; 
and another ¢ has gone about to 
explain (admitting the fact) why 
“ Evangelical leligion’’ (Cal- 
vinism) is disagreeable to * men 
of taste? The fact and the 
outcry upon it are honourable to 
literature. ‘The study of letters 
paved the way for the Reforma- 
tion the general diffusion of 
knowledge promises to accomplish, 
though gradually and silently, 
further theological improvements. 
Scarcely a year passes but learn- 
ing and science pay some tribute 
to rational religion. The literati 
and men of science are seldom 
found in the ranks of high church- 
men or methodists. It is a rare 
spectacle for one that cultivates 
the Belles Lettres, for instance, 
to be found studymg at the ta- 
bernacle.f 
But I wish to advert particu. 
larly to the circumstance of our 
periodical works, such as maga. 





Monthly Repository. 


zines, reviews and encyclopedias, 
being chiefly under the direction 
of gentlemen of liberal theological 
principles, ‘The latter works have, 
J am proud to observe, abounded 
of late, so as to rank amongst our 
most popular literary produce 
tions; and all these repositories 
of general knowledge that have 
come under my notice, are exe 
tremely rational in their morals 
and theology. ‘The religious ar- 
ticles in Dr. Rees’s Cyclopedia, 
are among the best parts of that 
excellent work. I would refer the 
reader especially, to some mas- 
terly general observations on 
biblical criticism, under the 
word Accommodation. Dr. Gree 
gory’s Dictionary, of which I 
speak only from conjecture, can. 
not contain any thing unworthy 
of a friend of Waketield’s. From 
Mr. Good’s Pantologia, we may 
expect the same manly sense and 
liberal sacred erudition that is dis- 
played in the life of Geddes. 
Even Mr. Brewster’s work, which 
professes, no doubt, ad captandum 
vulgus, rigid orthodoxy in reli- 
gion and politics, is said to be in 
good hands. Aud Mr. Nichol- 
son’s breathes throughout a philo- 
sophical spirit, 

While I pay this compliment to 
Mr. Nicholson’s * New British 
Encyclopedia,” I wish to point out 
two errors which have come in my 


* See Hall’s sermon on modern infidelity. + See Essays by John Foster. 
}Some readers will understand my allusion. It is truly pleasant to see “ San) 
among the propiets,”"—to hear a quendam minister of Jacobinism (as it was then 


called) eulogizing the best of Kings at a Royal Institution 
teacher of rational religion, sighing amongs: the disciples of George Whitfield. 


a once zealous 
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way in looking evet the religious 
articles: not gor the sake of de. 
preciting its nature, but of calling 
the attention of the conductor 
to a department of the work, 
which, though filled up on a he 
lxval plan, seems to have been 
executed hitherto hastily, if not 
incompetently. 

Under the head Arians, the 
principal writers of that denomi- 
nation are specified. ‘The article 
thus concludes: “ Dr. Price das 
een fis] one ot the Jast writers in 
behalf of this doctrine: in_ bis 
sermons * On the Cliristian Doc- 
trine,’ will be found anable dctence 
of low Arianism. See also a tract 
published in 1805, by Basanistes.” 

Few readers would be able to 
find out the tract thus loosely re- 
ferred to no title, ao pub- 
lisher: and all would suppose 
that it contained a detence, or 
exposition, at least, of the Arian 
hypothesis. No such thing. The 
pamphlet does not at all relate to 
Ananism ; it is an ironical attempt 
to prove the divinity of Moses, 
und the quateraity of the God- 
head. It is certainly ingenious, 
but irony on so serious a subject 
may be thought misplaced, and 
trony through nearly two hundred 
Pages Cannot frul ot becoming 
As a jeu d’esprit, 
this argumentum ad absurdum 
tells very well in the * ‘Table of 
Fvilences of the Divinity of 
Moses,” appended to “ Gregory 
Blunt's Six More Letters to Gran- 
vile Sharp ;”’ but thes wire.draw- 
mug ot the joke is as dull as the 
second volume of the “ Niiseries 
ef Human hte.” The public are, 
itone may conclude se from their 





Wearsoine. 


Nience, of this opinion. The 

tract however is cuieus. It was 
oe t 

written [ believe by an Uni 


tarian Clergyinan. The tile is, 
‘“ AIPEXEQN ANAXSTAYIY, or, 
\ New Way of Deciding Old 
Controversies. By — Basanistes, 
Johnsan, 180§,”’ 

Whether I have given a true 
character of this pampalet or not, 
the reference to it in Mr. Nichol- 
son's Encyclopedia is a_ proof 
either of great ignorance or of 
culpalde haste; and the error 
should be acknowledged in the 
next part of the work. 

‘The account of the Baptists is 
drawn up in a truly Catholic tems 
per. A well deserved compli. 
ment is paid to the late Mr. Ro- 
binson of Cambridge, to which is 
subjoined a glowing anticipation, 
which would have done honour 
even to Robinson’s pen, of “ thas 
happy day, when no man shall be 
excluded {rom the right hand of 
lellowsiap, because he cannot 
believe in dogmas of self-created 
censors, and who cannot join in 
the ceremonies, for which there is 
no direct sanction in the New 
Testament.” But the conclusion 
of the article contains a striking 
misrepresentation, ‘ The Bap- 
tists in England,” it is_ said, 
‘* form one of the three denomi- 
nations of Protestant Dissenters, 
and are divided inte parucular 
and general; the former are Cal- 
vinistical and ‘Trinitarians ; the 
latter are Arminians, and some 
very few Aruins, but the greater 
part are Unitarians ‘with regard to 
the person of Christ, considering 
hin as aman, the son of Joseph 
and Mary.” The General Bapusts 
will consider themselves wronged 
by this statement. They are, It 
is true, Arminiaas, but one hall 
at least of them are ‘Trinitarians » 
and more then one half of the fe 
mainder are Arians; and of the 
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Unitarians amongst them some 
believe in the miraculous concep- 
tion of Jesus by the Virgin Mary. 
This fatter poirit indeed is quite 
distinct from Unitarianism. Dr. 
Lardner received the popular doc- 
trine, and yet no one will deny 
that he was an Unitanan. 

The mistake may have arisen 
from a sermon preached before the 
General Baptists at their Annual 
Assembly a year ago, by Mr. A, 
Bennett, in which, after Mr. 
Stone, he endeavours to prove 
that Jesus was the son of Joseph. 
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This discourse was published, and 
the occasion of its publication res 
futes the above statement, for it 
appeared in print in consequence 
of having given great offence at the 
time of delivery. 

I point out these errors, Sir, 
not as belonging to any party, but 
from a love of truth and correctness, 
and trom a wish to sce an excel- 
lent work (which I believe Mr. 
Nicholson’s to be) freed from 
these little blemishes. 

I am, 
A GENERAL READER. 





DR. TOULMIN, ON THE “ LIFE OF SOCINUS.’’ 


-- 


To the Editor of the 


Birmingham, 

IR, 5th April, 1808. 
You will give me leave, through 
the channel of your interesting 
Miscellany, to inform your cor. 
respondent S. P. in the last Num- 
ber, p. 142, 143, that ‘* The 
Life ot Socinus,” which is in his 
possession, is a translation of the 
identical biographical memoirs by 
the Polish Kuight, Przirrr- 
covius, which first suggesied to 
me the design of writing the 
memoirs of that singular man. 
The translator was Mr. Joun 
Binppee, the father of the Eng- 
lish Unitarians, ‘The initials of 
his names, J. B. are, S. P. will find 
©n inspection, subjoined to the 
Preface. I have a copy of it 
bound up with Mr. Biddle’s Ca- 
techisms and his other Tracts. 
Among these is a translation of a 
Tract by Joachim Stegman, a 
German Unitarian, afterwards 
cee of the University at 
acow; entitled “ Brevis Dis- 
VOL. il. 2 





Monthly Repository. 


cussio;:’? or a Brief Inquiry 
touching a better way, that is 
commonly made use of to refute 
Papists and reduce Pro. 
TESTANTS to a Certainty and 
unity in Revigion.” This 
piece was also printed for Richard 
Moon. Atthe end of itis a “ Ca- 
talogue of books sold by RichaAkD 
Moon, at the Seven Stars, in St. 
Paul’s Church Yard.” ‘his cire 
cumstance, I conceive, is a strong 
presumption, if nota direct proof, 
that there was such a person as 
Mr. Moon, a bookseller. ‘To this 
be it added, the minute descrip. 
tion of his residence, as neur the 
great Northedoor of St. Paul’s 
Church. He was also the pubs 
lisher of several other ‘Tracts 
that came from Mr. Biddle’s 
pen. It appears, however, as 
S. P. remarks, that the friends of 
free inquiry in those times, were 
under a necessity of adopting 
‘* expedients to preserve thep. 
selves trom tbe ammadversions of 
R 
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* 


their illiberal and _ persecuting 
neighbours.” No publisher's or 
printer's name appears in the title. 
page of some of Mr. Biddle’s ear- 
licst Tracts. And 1 observe that, 
in looking into the volumes of a 
collection of pieces, called “ The 
Unitarian Tracts,” that appeared 
nt the end of the 17th and begin 
hing of the 18th century, from 

out the year 1691 to 1707, no 


printer or pubisher is notified, 
Under such circumstances, it is 
no wonder if truth makes a very 
slow progress in the world, ‘And 
we learn to reflect: with pleasure 

and with gratitude to P rovidence, 
that we have fallen into times 
more propitious to the investiga: 
lion, profession and spread of it. 

[am Sir, your’s, &c, 


JOSHUA TOULMIN, 





4N ACCOUNT OF THE STATE OF RATIONAL RELIGION IN AME 
RICA: B¥ AN UNITARIAN MINISTER, WHO TRAVELLED 


IN THAT 


COUNTRY, 


A 


To the Editor of the Monthly Reposiiory. 


sin, 

L' pon the authority of Mr. 
Christie, in your account of Uni- 
turianism in America®, you make 
Mr. Preeman’s ordimatian at Bos- 
ton to have happened about fifty 
‘This is an egregious 
mistake, For we have not vet 
scen quite twenty yenrs since that 
event took place, But, betore | 
proceed farther, you will suffer 
mie to relate some prey ious circum- 
stances. Mr. Freeman was a 
young nan, when he was chosen 
by bes chureh to be what they 
Tine « anee ther reade - As he 
cherished a generous love of truth, 


years azo, 


aud was courteous, sociable, and 
triendly, and always open to con. 


viction, he became a member of 


the Bostonian Association of Mi- 
misters, who regularly assembled 
every Monday and th eely con. 
versed upon all subjects, every 
one declaring bis sentiments withe 
out oftending or bemg offended, 
Doctors Chauncey, Mather and 
Lathrop, and Messrs. Clarke. Ewe. 
mt, Liliot, and Smith, tormed the 


“es 


principal part of that venerable 
band of brothers, who were true 
whigs of the old stamp, and who, 
whilst they displayed the most 
amiable manners in their mutual 
intercourse, were firmly united in 
Christian fellowship. ‘They indi- 
vidually agreed to differ, and 
maintained this moral and truly 
religious principle, that every man 
should be fully persuaded in his 
own mind. Some of them, theres 
fore, studied the writings of Pricst- 
ley, whilst others of them to whom 
these writings were not so familiar, 
expressed nu sort of enmity when 
they incidentally heard what were 
the leading doctrines which he 
taught. Such was the state of 
things: at Beston, in the year 

1783., In that year, Mr. Free- 
man’s congregation, w Me had been 
trained up in all the tenets of 
high-churchism, were solicitous 
to have him receive episcopal or- 
dination. But, he would not 
subscribe the 3g Articles, nor 
could he submit his conscience to 
the domination and capricious 


55. 




















dictates of a bishop. The bishop 
therefore refused to engage In the 
wrvice. to which Mr. Freeman, 


uN] ins own terms, would have 


- 


the overseer led Mr. Freeman to 
think more deeply upon the sub. 
ject than he had usually done. 


The aflair became the topic of 


oneral conversation, Most of the 
iW stonians were advocates for Mr. 
Freeman. But, Mr. Parker, a 
hich priest belonging to the first 
episcopal Church, exerted him. 
slf to the utmost against him, 
though with little success, as there ¢ 
was no establishment there, nor 
any Doctors’ Commons, to punish 
him according to their arbitrary 
decisions. from a merciful regard 
to his soul, and a pious discharge 
of that supreme homage which is 
ever, perfe s et nefes, due to the 
friends of the Church, 

About this particular crisis, a 
gentleman from this country, who 
had suffered much for his attache 
nent to the American cause, and 
who had his share of that evil re. 
port, which the orthodox usually 
circulate amongst: their brethren 
avainst Unitarians, embarked for 
America with his family, which 
his triends humorously told him 
was his land of promise. After 
spending some months in the sou. 
thern States, he arrived at Boston 
the J 5th ot May , 1784: and have 
ing altter to Mr. Eliot, who re. 
ceived him with great kindness, 
he was introduced on that very 
day to the Association. The ve- 
nerable Chauncey, at whose house 
It happened to be held, entered 
into a familiar conversation with 
him, and shewed him eve ry Posse 
ble respect, as he learned that he 
had been acquainted with Dr. 
Price, Without knowing at the 


olacyy acceded, This conduct of 
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time any thing of the occasion 
which led to it, ordination hap. 
pened to be the general subject 
of discourse. After the different 
gentlemen bad severally delivered 
their opinions, the stranger was 
requested to declare his senti- 
ments; who unhesitatingly re. 
plied, that the people, or the con. 
gregytion, who chose any man to 
be their minister, were his proper 
ordainers, Mr. Freeman, upon 
hearing this, jumped from = big 
seat ina kind of transport, saying, 
‘“T wish you could prove that, Sir.” 
Phe ecntleman, whom I shall in 
future call) Bereanus, answered 
that few things could achat of an 
easier proof: and from that moe 
ment a thorough intimacy come 
menced between him and Mr. 
Freeman. Soon atter, the Boston 
prints being under no wnprinds 
tur, he published several letters 
in supporting the cause of Mr, 
Freeman. At the solicitation of 
Mr. Freeman, he also published 
a scriptural confutation of the 
39 Articles. Notice being circu. 
lated that this publication would 
appear on a particular day, the 
printer, apprized of this circum. 
stance, threw offabove a hundred 
papers beyond his usual number, 
and had not one paper remaining 
upon his hands at noon, Thig 
publication, in its Consequences, 
converted Mr. Freeman’s comgre. 
gation into an Unitarian Church, 
which, as Mr. Freeman re peat. 
edly acknowledged, could never 
have been done without the labours 
of Bereanus. A committee wag 
appointed to reform the book of 
Common Prayer, and to strike 
out all those passages which sa, 
voured of ‘Trinitarian worship, 
This object being pursued with 
great deliberation, tlie ordingtion 
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o| Mr. Freen-an by his congrega- 
tion, did not take place before 
the end ofthe year 1788, and this 
congregation is now as flourishing 
since it has learned to say sump- 
simus, as it had formerly been 
under its old mumpsimus. ‘Thus, 
then, 700 or 800 people, who 
had been accustomed to wor- 
ship three gods, and to believe 
one of these, as consisting of two 
persons, to be in reality two gods, 
are now become so enlightened as 
to worship only the Que God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Bur, lo say something more of 
B., he passed the prece ding year 
in Pennsylvania, and Maryland. 
In hiy way from New York, he 
reached, at their request, to the 
fouse of Commons belonging to 
New Jersey. Tle next preached 
Unitarianism with acceptance, at 
Philadelphia, to some orthodox 
churches, and might have done 
go to this day, had not some cun- 
hing ones and busy bodies circu- 


lated the report that the worship of 


the great g ddess Diana was n 
danger. Tle afterwards repeated! ly 
preached to a Numerous Cor! irre 
gation at New London, where no 
exceptions were made to his doc. 
trines, but handsome compliments 
paid to him by bis principal audi- 
tors. At the particular recom- 
mendation of his truly catholic 
and hospitable friend Dr. Ewing, 
he preached also at Carlisle, 
where there was then a vacanc ys 
and an expectancy of 400 guines 
A-year tothe preacher wel hdadid 
be chosen to fill it up. Bur, the 
zealous Dr. Duffield of Philade i. 
pole. had taken care to send off 
is Character before him as an 
heretic, with such additional Suge 
gestions of his own as orthodoxy 
usually supplies. He therefore 


appeared before a prejudging au. 
dience. But, utter he had 
preached twice, the endeavours 
of Dr. Duflie!d not being deemed 
ulficiently efficactous, General 
Armstrong applied to a Mr, 
Lynn in the neighbourhecod, to 
appear there the following Sun. 
day, and to take a part of the 
services of the day. Lynn was 
punctually obedient to the com. 
mands of his master. [le ascended 
the pulpit with rancour in his 
countenance. He bitterly de. 
claimed against all heresy, and 
warned a thousand people who 
stood before him to be armed 
against the greatest danger which 
then threatened them, a greater 
danger than all the evils of the 
late war, the introduction of he. 
resy by foreigners. — Such was his 
modesty, forbearance, and cha. 
rity, and such his rude treatinent 
of a stranger, who, to his own 
hurt, had released some hundreds 
of his countrymen from a loath. 
some prison, and from famine, 
But, notwithstanding the imdefa- 
tigable exertions of Lynng B, might 
"sain remained at Carlisle, if he 
woutd bave subscribed the contes- 
sion of faith, as far as it was 
acreeable to the wora of God. 
To this suggestion he replied, that 
he came there a free man, that 
he would continue such as long as 
he lived, that he would give way 
to nothing which had the most 
distant resemblance to trimming, 
and that he would not even subs 
scribe those things which he most 
firmly believed, lest he might 
throw a stumbling block in his 
brother's way. He therefore took 
his leave of his friends at Carlisle, 
rather too hastily, it was after- 
wards said, as Dr. Ewing was ine 
forined, that, if he had ‘pemained 















therea fortnight longer, he would 
have been accepted upon his own 
terms, and been apporl da Prine 
cipal of the College. Such is fre. 
quently the course of human at- 
fulrs. 

B. afterwards travelled tanto 
Marviand, whove be preached ia 
a guwadam Episcopalian Charch, 
using his own prayers, and de. 
claring to a numerous audience 
what he believed to be the doc- 
trines of the New Testament. He 
might probably have setiled there, 
had not some difficulties arisen 
concerning an Unitarian litursy, 
and had he not been seized with a 
violent fever, which brought hita 
to the brink of the grave. During 
his illness, he received the most 
Christian treatment, and the most 
generous and affectionate hospita. 
lity at the house of a Mr, Earl, 
for whom and his son-in-law, an 
excellent physician, he has ever 
since retained the most grateful 
and heart-felt remembrance. 

In the succceding winter, he 
preached a series of sermons on 


the evidences for the truth ot 


Christianity, at the Common [ali 
of the University of Philadelphia, 
which, to the honour of America, 
Is Open to all preachers, to what- 
ever sect they belong. At first 
the place was well filled. But 
afierwards, through the artitices 
of those who never attended, the 
uudience was greatly diminished, 
though Dr. Ewing trom his pulpit 
had strenuously recommended the 
lecture to his bearers. Dr. Care 
son, &@ medical gentleman, was 
anxious to have the sermons pub. 
lished, and offered to this purpose 
to procure 500 subscribers, But 
3. with grateful acknowledgments 
declined the proposal, as his come 
pliance would bave detained him 
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longer at Philadelphia than he 
then wished to continue there, 
Before he letethe place, however, 
he published Dr. Priestley’s Ape 
peal, we, to which he prefixed 
three short addresses of his OW, 
It was purposi ly contrived that 
this prece should be ready for sale 


on the first day of the meetine of 


the Synod. Some atumists ace 
cordingly, having beard the awful 
tidings, introduced the subject 
into their.venerable body, which 
was considered of sych high im- 
portance, that i occupied their 
Whole attention during two days 
of their sitting. At last, Dr, 
Sprout made a motion, to address 
a printed circular letter to their 
respective flocks, to introduce inte 
the letter extracts of all the here. 
sies Contained in the book, and 
solemnly to guard their hearers 
against the reading of it, The 
Dr. was seconded by a learned 
auctioncer belonging — to _ his 
Church, But Mr. Lynn, al. 
ready noticed, and the father pro. 
bably of Dr. Lynn, Dr. Pricstley’s 
tecble antagonist, seeing farther 
into the consequences of such a 
measure than Dr. Sprout, ope 
posed the motion, shrewdly ob. 
serving, that such a letter would 
awaken a general curiesity, and 
instead of suppressing the heresy 
would spread it far and near, and 
be the occasion of driving those 
very persons into heresy whom 
they intended to guard against it, 
But, though Mr. Lynn carried 
his point, his arguments did not 
seein conclusive to all his bree 
threa. For, one clergyman, who 
lived 150 miles from Philadel. 
phia, returned home so tull of the 
subject, that he preached the 
whule of the following Sunday 
@guinst the heresy, and carnestiy 
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cautioned his hearers never to look 
into so p' ISONOUS a book, This 
proceeding so whetted their cu. 
riosity, that the very week after 
they had 57 cop sotit ported 
into. their township. So well 
founded was the remark of Mr. 


Lynn. In short, the labours of 


I. laid the foundation of Unita. 
vianism in that country, he having 
left behind him some warm tricnds 
to the cause wherever be went. 
At Philadelphia, he was much at- 
tached to the Vaughan family, to 
Dr. Ewing, professor Mr. James 
Davidson, Dr. Carson, Mr. Jus. 
tice Bush, Mr. ‘Tenche Coxe, 
General Irvine, Mr. Porter, &c. 
who treated him with brotherly 
afiection. There was only one 
man there of whom he complained, 
who, upon his first introduction to 
him, paid bim some fulsome flat. 
tery, and expressed bis anxious 
wish that they could have many 
such men in that country. ‘This 
was the celebrated Dr. Rush, who 
afterwards told him that he was 
satisfied with the religion of his 
gneestors, and abused Dr. Ewing 
for the friendly regards he had 
shewn him. 

Bereanus afterwards pre ceeded 
1, as we have already 
seen). lie preached repeatedly 


th e t! ‘ ‘| hurseay’s | ecture, and 


fi) Baoste ? 


to many congregations in that 
cit, ble also pre ached at Dor- 
chester, Jamaica Plain, We Y- 
mouth, Marshfield, Scituate, 
Providence, Salem, Halawell, 
Ac. At Old Hingham, where 
the venerable Mr. Gay was the 
pastor, he prea hed above forty 
times, and the noble-minded ce. 
neral Liancola was one of his 1200 
hearers, This congregation was 
founded 1635. They, with their 
wintster, fed from the persecus 
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tion of the detestable house of 
Stuart, and settled in this place 
which was then a wilderness, 
What is very remarkable is, that 
from that period until the year 
1786, the space ot 15] years, 
this congregation had only three 
ministers, the last of them, Mr. 
Gay, having been their pastor 
above 70 years. The friendly 
and enlichtened Mr. Shute was 
the minkter of New Hingham, 
and Dr. Barnes the minister of 
one of the Marshfield Churches, 
who was also a_ liberal man, 
Many other Churches might be 
mentioned, from which the Cal. 
Vinistic gloom is gradually dis. 
persing. But, [ must. particu. 
larly notice Salem. There was 
there one thoroughdox congrega- 
tion, which was not in a very 
flourishing state. There were also 
three large congregations, where 
Unitarian ministers were generally 
heard with acceptance. One of 
these, indeed, became wholly Uni- 
tarian in a little time, through 
the fearless and indefatigable la. 
bours of Mr. Bentley, a very 
learned man, and an unbiassed 
and strenuous advocate for what 
appeared to him to be the good 
word of truth according to the 
gospel, The two others were 
mustly Arians, Mr. Barnard, an 
hospitable, openshearted mun, 
who readily entered into the 
circumstances of a stranger, was 
the minister of the second of these 
churches, and had so well ing 
structed his flock, that nothing was 
Oficnsive to them which appeared 
to flow trom an honest mind. Mr. 
Darby, a rich merchant, rendered 
the third respectable by his cour- 
teous and bountiful disposition. 
b. often preached to these con- 
eregations, and was treated with 





























































civility by them all. Besides 
Unitarianism becoming now the 
subject of much conversation far 
and near, he found many friends 
in almost all places, though the 
majority were not in his favour. 
Near Portland, in his way to 
Kennebec, he was sought out by 
Mr. Thatcher, an. enlightened 
member of Congress, who pre- 
ferred truth to all the world. 
jeing requested by him to lend 
him a sermon of which he had 
heard, and to give him leave to 
publish it, he readily acquiesced. 
The sermon, which was on the 
Mystery of Godliness, was im- 
mediately printed, and 400 
copies of it sold in one week. 
People in this country cannot well 
conceive, what. a rapid progress 
truth may make where there are 
no establishments, nor any tem- 
poral emoluments to fetter the 
mind against it. A little seed 
sown may be so productive in three 
or four years, as to furnish a sup- 
ply to the greatest part of a whole 
country. The appeal published 
at Philadelphia was found at 
Kennebec the year following, 
and, there is every reason to 
expect, that in thirty or forty 
years more the whole of Massa- 
chusets will be Unitarian. 

Such were the labours of B. 
in Ainerica, during a residence of 
four years. He saw the doctrines 
ef the Bible taking root, and ac- 
quiring every day a more exten- 
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sive spread. He therefore would 
have gladly remained in_ that 
country, to carry on the cause in 
which he had long laboured, 
But after laying a foundation on 
which a spacious superstructure 
has ever since been growing up, 
he finding his finances exhausted, 
was compelled to return to this 
country, where some, even of kis 
quondam Unitarian friends, whilst 
they congratulated him upon his 
successful transatlantic services, 
gave him but a cool reception. 

Our fashion is to expend large 
sums of money in training up 
young men for the ministry, and 
to desert those who have spent 
their best days in our service, or 
to suffer them to sink unpitied 
under the burden of age and ine 
firmitics, whilst we follow our 
pleasures, or act only upon the 
spur of caprice. I devoutly wish 
for the spread of Unitarianism. 
But I wish also to see Unita. 
rians maintain a consistent cha. 
racter as the followers of their 
blessed Master, and to make 
their light to shine. [am sorry, 
when any of them disgrace their 
profession, by generally absenting 
themselves from the public wore 
ship, or by turning their backs 
upon a little flock, and attending 
the idol temple in those places 
where all the rich and the fashion. 
able resort to it. 


AN OLD UNITARIAN. 


THE NAPOLEON DECREE FOR A FRENCH UNIVERSITY. 


—_——_—————— 


To the Editor of the 


SIR, 


Monthly Repoitory. 


t 


being not much accustomed ta, 


I read with much concern, consider the French emperor as 


but without much astonishment. 


the patron of liberty, either civil 
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or religious, the Napoleon-decree, 
for the constitution of an Impcria! 
university, as i appears in the 
Atheneum of this month.— The 
fundamental principle cf this 
deeree is, “ that public instruc. 
tion, throughout the empire. Is 
confided exclustve/y to the unte 
VOTSITY 5 that 20 school or csta- 
blishment for Thstruckton of any 
hind, can be formed apart from 
it, oF without the authorization 
of its HFAD;: that no one can 
open a school, or teach publicly, 
without being a member and gra. 
duate of nu? ‘This even goes 
down so low, as “the little pri. 
mary schools, in « hich children 
are taught to read, write, and 
cast accounts.”’—The basis of 
iastruetion, in all these schools, 
(with two exceptions as to the 


first articles) are, * fhe precepts of 


the Catholic religron; fidelity to 
the Emperor, and THR NAPO- 
LEON DYNASTY: Obedicnce to 
the statutes relative to teaching 
the object of which is wntormity 


of mstruciion, tending to torm 


for the state, citizens attached to 


their religion, their prince, their 
country, and their Jamily.”—The 
primary regulation of the univers 
sity Is, that °* the provisors and 
Censors of the lyceums, the prin- 
cipais and regents of colleges, as 
well as the under-masters mn these 
schools, shall be RESTRICTED 
TO CELipacy, and to living in 
common. No Woman can be 
lodged or received in the interior 
of lyceums or colleges.”"—"* Now 
thing shall be printed regarding 
the studies, discipline, and con. 
ditions of schools, Witsoul the 
Imspection and approbation of the 
rectors and cougeil of a ‘ademies 5 
WHO MAY suUuT vue those In 
Stituvous in which principh s CONe 


trary to those professed by the 
university shall prevail.”—Last. 
ly, “ We reserve to OURSELVES 
the power of REFORMING, by 
means of deerces adopted in our 
council, every dectsion, statute, 
or act, emanating from the coun. 
cil of the university.” 

On reading the above, the first 
klea that came into my mind was, 
that your friend the Christian 
Philanthropist would immediate. 
ly, with a virtuous indignation, 
give up his hero, as the patron 
of Christian liberty. But how 
much, Mr. Editor, was I sur. 
prised to find from his pen a 
laboured apology for this very 
decree. He acknowledges indeed, 
that the business of education is 
almost entirely entrusted to. the 
Caiholic clergy; but says he, 
‘She allows of Protestant univer. 
” his is a mistake, there 
ts but one university ; under whitch 
there is a faculty of theology 
nh every (near QO) nietr politan 
churches, and there is one at 
Sirasbureh. and one at Geneva, 
(as near tue borders as possible,) 
for the reformed religion, that 1s, 
lor the presbyterian Calvinist 
churel; in other words, for the 
secondary establishment under the 
concordat.—Ile goes on to ob- 
serve, (for all his arguments are in 
the way of coniparison with abuses 
In other countries.) that ** there is 
no test established in’ France, 
for admission into civil offices.” 
Truc: butif nobody is to be edue 
cated but as the emp ror directs, 
he has no subsequent occasion for 
a test act.—He professes to sce 
no diilerence between ordering 3 
uniformity of books, &c. through 
all the schools; and the univer- 
sity of Oxford appointing what 
books are to be read. Now la 


sities, 














not disposed to defend the uni- 
versity of Oxford; but it is ob- 
cious that there is this great dil- 
ference in the present case, that 
the English seminary (as J suppose 
do all others, established or not) 
directs what books are to be read 
in the course of education pur- 
sued within its walls: but it does 


not interfere with other places of 


education. In the charity schools 
supported by members of the es. 
tablished church, the chureh-ca- 
techism is used; but there is no 
jiterforence with the catechisms, 
or other books used in other cha- 
rity-schools. ‘The Philanthropist 
here treats his reader with some 
very just refleetions on the mise 
takes of well-meaning persons in 
the education of thew children; 
but they only serve to dead the 
reader astray from the main ques- 
tion, Which as, the enormous in- 
fringement on the rights of pa. 
rents, which has dictated the 
whole of the bre nel decree, 
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He is very ready to celebrate his 
hero for abolishing receptacles of 
celibacy in Portugal, at the very 
moment that he ts establishing 
them all over France. 

‘These enormities, Mr. Editor, 
grievously affect every man ** who 
tecls that religious is far superior 
to civil liberty 3°? and who sees 
and Jaments that, contrary to his 
former hopes, both are not only 
cramped, but absolutely unnilie 
lated by ** the beast? whom the 
Christan Philanthropist appears 
* to worship.” 

Will you permit me, Mr. Edie 
tor, to conclude by carnestly re- 
commending to your readers, the 
perusal of Dr. Priestley’s Essay 
on Civil Government, Sect. om. 
(p. 76-—109) in which he treats, 
in a masterly and unanswerable 
manner, of the pernicious eflects 
of an authoritative cede of edu. 
callon. lam, Sir, 


\.F, 


rhlL PERSECUTIAQN OF VALENTINUS GENTILIS FOR HERETICAL 


OPINIONS CONCERNING THE TRINITY. 


ee 


Zo the Raitor of the 


SIR, March 23, 1808. 
ome months ago you cave tis an 
account of the conduct of Cal. in 
in the persecution of Servetus*, 
I have ao disposition to vindicate 
him ia that matter, But it may 
fend to initieate the severity of 
Censure cast upon that great man, 
to consider the cveneral spirit of 
the times in which he lived, and 
to be acquainted with other simi. 
ltr WiCts, occasioned by the Bross 
error then generally prevalent, 

I hat blasphemy ought to be pru~ 


c 


* See MI Repos. vol. i. Pp S49» 


Vel. Ja. ’ 


Monthly Repo Orye 


nished with degth. 1 have lately 
met with an old book, aud T pre. 
surne a searee one, (or | never 
heard of it before) which contains 
an account of the tragical deat® 
of Valentinus Gentilts, at Bern, 
in Switzerland ; origmally written 
in Lat, and translated into Eng- 
lich in the year 1696, by someone 
who appears possessed ef a perse- 
cuting spirit, in bo common de. 
grce, dnd who discovers a partie 
cular spite, through the whole, 
against Lr. Sacrlock, whose seme 


449, 508; and vol. ii. p. 34- 
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timents he represents as equally 
obnoxious with those of the above 
heretic. [I should be glad if any 
ot your readers could oive some 
information concerning the editor 
and translator of this book, whom 
J suspect to be Dr. South, by 
whom a most bitter controversy 
was carried on about that time 
on the subject of the Trinity, with 
Dr. Sherlock. It would also be 
gratilying,if any one could supply: 
more particular and impartial ac. 
count of this persecuted man. In 
more than one place the author 
refers to Calvin. In a note, 
p. 9, he says, * See Calvin's Nar- 
rative of Gentels, in bis Opuscula, 
p. 764. 

If the following abstract of the 
above work should produce any 
further information about the sub- 
yect, of it or mn any degree pro. 
mote an abhorrence ot persecu. 
Hon for religious.opinion, my end 
willbe answered, who am 

A friend to Universal 
Laberty of Conscience, 
ne title of the above work, is as 
follows, 


A orhort Hidory of Vatentinus GENe 


/ 


, ee TRITHEIST, fryed. cone 

and put to death by the Protestont 
i red City ond Church of Bern, 
’ WITZERLAND, for esserting the 
Tiree Divine Persons of the Trin fy, 
ba he Theee distinet eteraadl Spirits, Con 
Mrote im Latin by Benedictus Arctius, 
@ Dine of thet Chureh; and now 


translated ints English for the use of 


Dr. Sherlock, Humbly tendered to the 


’ Cen ? oy ? 70” of the Art heh shobs and 


Bishen this Church and Kineds 
my ! ‘ Kingdom. 
L.endon Frinted and Sold by E. 
Whitlock, near Stationers Hall, 

dah, 

After this genetal title to the Englich 
edition, there follows a dedication to the 
archhishops and bishops of the church 


_ ! " 1) } . 
of England, in which the translator 


exores-c. | det station of the doctrine 
of three dist its inthe Deity, as 
maintained by some clergymen in that 
eaurcn, particulary Dr, Sherlock, ** in 
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his pretended vindication of the doctrine 
of the ever-blessed Trinity, A. D. 1690,” 
whom he scruples not to pronouncea 
Tritheist, and tor whom he gives pretty 
broad intimations of his good wishes, 
that he might share the honours of mar. 
tyrdom with V. Gentilis. 

In.an advertisement which follows, 
the Editor says, “1 am not here con. 
cerned to make an exact parallel between 
the heresie of #”. Gentilis and the opinion 
of Dr. Sherlock, as to all circumstances, 
it being enough for my purpose that 
they agree as to the main, viz. the as- 
sertion of three eternal spirits, &c. But 
my chief design is to shew the nobk 
concern of a Protestant city and senate, 
in vindicating so high an article as that 
of the Trinity, against this heretical, 
‘Tritheistical innovation upon it,”—and 
I cannot but, in Aonour to them, wish 
that ali Christian governors would shew 
the same ma.nanimous zeal and courage 
in the defence of their faith, though | 
confess, I wish not that they should do 
it the same way.” 

We have then the title of the origi- 
nal work :—dZ bricf account of Valentinus 
Gentilis; ¢ ntaining some passages of bis 
life and just execution; together with an 
orthodox defence of the arircle of the boly 
Triatty egainst bis blasphemies. 

Next follows, the author's dedication 
“to the most honourable and noble 
lords, Nicholas 2 Diessbach, Nicholas a 
Grafenried, treasurer, and [etermennus 
ab Erlach, most worthy senators of 
the republic of Bean,’ and his most. 
honoured lords and patrons; Health 
throuch Jesus Christ.” In this curions 
dedication is the following passa ye cov- 
ceraing the proper method of maintain 
ing the truth a.ainst heretics. Having 
spoken of ‘a parcel of ambitious men 
risenup, who, laying no restraint on 
their wild fancies, made a very ill mse 
of the implicity of the scripture, and 
began to aflix new interpretations to 
texts,” he says, * to keep these fellows 
within bounds, and to shew that their 
Opinions were contrary to scripture, i 
Was necessary that better men should limit 
the sense of things ix OrMER WORDS.” 

The book 1s divided into twenty 
chapters, of which the titles are give® 
in a table of contents prefixed. Some 
of the principal of them are the follow- 
int.—How and where V. Gentilis fell 
into those new opinions, and what great 
mischief he did by spreading them.-> 
Upoa what account he was brought 
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among which (three spirits,) he acknow- 
ledges the Father only to be that infinite 
God which we ought to worship, which 
is plain blasphemy against the Sea; and 
besides this, has broached several other 
dat gerous errors, for which he was ape 
prehended by the magistrates of Gerewa, 
and being fully convicted of them, there 
made his recantation, and did publicly 
abjure these his wicked opinions; and 
bound himself by oath not to depart 
of the Father.J}— Same of Gentilis’s out of that city without leave of the 
notorious blasphemies, [which differ senate, yet violated the sacred ob- 
little from the ot of most other ligation of “his oath by stealing away 


to Bern —Concerming his writings, and 
the heads of his accusation. —Proposi- 
tions taken out of his books—Hi, er- 
rors about the blessed Trinity. —What 
was the opinion of drius, and wherein 
Gentilis and he do agree. [From whence 
it appears that he was more of an Arian 
than any thing else, and essentially dit- 
fered from Dr. Sher/ock and others, who 
hele three infinite spirits perfectly egu.:é, 
whereas he maintained the supremacy 


Anti-trinitarians,|—Of the vile scandals from thence, and by relapsing into the 
he hath falsely thrown upon the doc- same erroneous opinions he had abjured, 
trine of our church —Of the cheats and re-assuming their defence with 
and impostures whereby he endeavoured greater heat and earnestness, by disput- 
to impose upon good well-meaning peo- ing and writing books in opposition to 
ple—This last chapter closes with a the plain and express testimonies of 
brief account of his trial, condemnation scripture; and hath been guilty of the 
and death, which should have been vilest scurrility, and most horrid blas- 
made the subject of an additional chap- phemies against the Son of God, and the 
ter. This is the most interesting part glorious mystery of the Trinity: and 
of the work, from which I make an lastly, since his being made prisoner 
extract, to give your readers some idea to this honourable senate, hath notwith- 
of the spirit of those times. standing that full and sufficient instruc- 
P. 130.—* Last of all, when he was tion which hath been given him, stil] 
to have taken his trial and to have de. continued obstinate in his perverse and 
fended his doctrine, he did by a remark- heretical opinions: ‘This honourable 
ablepieceof knavery, endeavour toobtain senate to prevent disturbances, and to 
the privilege of a plaintiff—and when root out such pestilent errors, have ad- 
that could not be granted him, he pro- judged him to be beheaded.’ "—The 
posed his doctrine so ambiguously, and writer then adds, 
raised scruples about matters altogether — ‘* As he was led out to execution, 
impertinent to the controversy, as whe- the obstinate wretch did not cease to 
ther there was one most high God, and glory in his unruly and pertinacious 
whether Christ was the son of God, &c, stubbornness, and expecting praise from 
And now Iet all good men judge what it, (as the Devil's martyrs used to do,) 
we ought to think of this blasphemy, never left off crying out, that he died 
and bow justly he cvas punished with death, @ martyr for the glory of the most high 
who durst pra others to dispute God; but that we were all Sabellians, 
with him for their lives.—“But it is and held one God under three names; 
now high time to rid my hands of this but that he did acknowledge no God 
business. In short then, after that we ea. And though we frequently an- 
had used al] manner of means with him, swered him, that the things he laid 
even from Aug. 5, to Sept.9, but all to our charge were all false and 
to no purpose; he still persevering ob- slanderous and that all the noise he 
stinate in his opinions, he was at Jast made about this most high Cod was 
condemned to dic, by the honourable only mere sophistry, and that his as- 
senate. And because it may be acceptable serting more gods than one was downe 
to the reader, I shall here rehearse the right impiety, yet we could work no- 
sentence of condemnation which was thing upon him. For he still continued 
pronounced against him. Whereas, to repeat his old blasphemies, unul he 
Valentinus Gentilis, a native of Co- saw there was no help for him, but that 
tentid, in the kingdom of Naples, af- he must be forced to lay down his neck 
ter eaght years reparation to attack to the block; then he began to faul- 
the doctrine of he ‘Trinity, did begin ter, and said, he should be very willing 
openly to teach, that there were in the to agree with us, if we would own 
Trinity three distinct spirits, differing Christ to be the son of God; when we 
from each ether in numerical essence, told him, this was what we never de- 
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$12 Mr. Flower’s Reply 


still used to appropriate the appellation 
of God to the person of the Fu ther 
only. And in this horrid blasphemy 
he still persevered, the whole assembly 


oe ——_ — - +s 


MR. FLOWER’S REPLY TO MR. 


tu Mr. Pa? 


nied. ‘Then asain did he discover his 
falsehood and treachery, a> having been 





mer,an the Life of Mr. Robinson, 


that stood by praying to God that be 
would change his mind, and we conti- 
nually exhorting him to repentance, 
he had his Jife* taken from him by the 
just judgment of God, and so his lie 
and blaspheimics ended together,” 


PALMER, ON THE LIFE OF 


NK. ROBINSON, 


Ee 


To the Editor of the 


sin, Iluriow, May 6, 1808, 
[In your last number, | perceive, 
Mr. Palmer has “ remarked a few 
things which,” he is of opinion, 
“require animadversion in the 
Memoirs of the Life ot Mr. Ro- 
binson,” prefixed to the edition 
of lis iniscellancous works. After 
perusing Mr. Palmer’s letter, I 
bey leave to observe, that if those 
* things’? he has noticed are all 
that ** require animadversion,” 1 
shall indeed feheitate myself on 
having published what is as free 
trom error as most human writ. 
ings, 
Notwithstanding Mr. Palmer's 
* animadversions,” [ am still 
firmiy of Opinion, that IT have 
cast nu ** unjust Or injurious cen. 
sure,” on the advice so indefi- 
nitely and myudictously given by 
the late Mr. Orton to a young 
Hhister, respecung the * nyatri- 
monial conpexion.”? | am still 
persuaded it was calculated to 
give a wrong bias to the minds 
of young ministers in general, 
‘Lo prove that [aim by no means 
ingular in my opinion, I reter 
your readers to the review of Mr. 
Orion's letters in the Monthly 


* The writer «ubjoins this note. 


Monthly Repository. 


Repository for June, 1806; in 
which the reviewer remarks as 
follows: —** Young dissenting mi. 
nisters will doubtless profit: by 
his counsels of prudence, though 
if they be of a generous constitus 
tion, ora romantic cast of mind, 
they may, possibly think that his 
prudence is sometimes worldly.” 
Mr. Palmer proceeds to ‘ob- 
serve :—* If Mr. Flower had at- 
tended to the note subjoined to 
the passage on which he has ani- 
madverted, or to the following 
letter, he would have seen that 
his censure of Mr. Orton was 
groundless, and that his advice 
was superfluous.’? Now, Sit, l 
beg leave to add, that there does 
Not appear to be any thing in el 
ther the note or the Ictter referred 
to, which tends in any degree, lo 
render the “ censure groundless; 
and as to the hints I “took the li- 
berty of suggesting, Mr. Palmer, 
ou reflection, will scarcely pros 
nounce them ¢* superfluous 3” 
more especially as he affirms, 
‘(1 have reprobated the plan ol 
inaking money a principal ubject 
1 the choice ot a wile, with 
Just severity.’ The * note sub- 


* How much better does it fare with Trithesm 


mn Ewe lard ! which though it bost it. head at Bern, lifts up its head as high as 


Pos "' here. 7 


Referring (o vr. Sheriock then Dean of St. Paul's; intimating 


that he would have likid to see it somewhat ! lowcred. 














joined” to Mr. | Orton's letter, 
contains the opinion of the Editor 
as to Mr. Orton’s meaning ; and 
the letter which follows expresses 
the satisfaction of the latter, on 
finding that the lady on whom his 
young trend had fixed his altec. 
tions, possessed such a fortune, 
as might render the proposed 
match prudent. My objection 
however, to the original passage, 
as it stands in the letter quoted, 
remains in its full force; the 
public being lett in the dark as 
to what Mr. Orton meant by “a 
Landsome fortune,” which he holds 
out to his young friend ‘* he 
might reasonably expect to meet 
with in a wife, as many other 
dissenting ministers had done.’’ 
Mr. Palmer in lis observation 
on the necessity of ** prudence,” 
in forming the conjugal relation, 
has only enforced what I had al- 
ready hinted on the subject; but 
when he reminds young ministers, 
what they are not very generally 
apt to lose sight of, their expec. 
tutions of a fortune in a wile, “ on 
wccount of their liberal education, 
and genteel profession,” he, in 
my humble opinion, adds weight 
to the cautions I have suggested, 
Although no one L hope, esteems 
a worthy, sensible, disinterested 
minister of the gospel more than 
inyself, yet, I confess this esteem 
is notso much on account of his 
“liberal education, or genteel 
profession,” but for his work-sake. 
It is no disparagement to the 
worth of a man, that he is, as 
is generally the case with dissent- 
ing ministers, indebted for his 
** liberal education,” to the li- 
berality of others; and as to the 
notion of the gentility of the pro- 
fession of a teacher ot Christianity, 
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it appears to me tu be one of those 
fancies, generated trom the core 
ruptions which have unhappily 
pervaded the purity of Christie 
anity in add established churches, 
and, although in a less degree, in 
most of the churches which dissent 
fromthem. Mr. Palmer is a mas- 
ter in our dissenting Jsracl; and I 
believe I am as well acquainted 
with, and as much indebted to his 
valuable writings on the subject of 
non-conformity, as Most persons 5 
but I do not. recollect to have 
met in any part of them, nor, I 
may add, in any part of the New 
‘Testament, directions to young 
ministers to give attention to—- 
‘*a handsome fortune in the 
choice of a wile, which they have 
a right to expect on account of 
their liberal education, and gen. 
tecl profession.’’? — In short, a diss 
senting minister ranks as respecta. 
bly in civil society, as any other 
class of men; butif his ideas on the 
nature of the Christian ministry 
are drawn from the discourses of 
our Saviour, and trom the Epis- 
thes, he will not think himself 
entitled to more worldly honour 
on account of his ** profession,” 
than the respectable tradesman or 
mechanic. The kingdom of Christ 
is not of this world; and every 
one knows, or ought to know, 
the literal meaning of the word 
minister, 

Mr. Palmer adds :— ** Mr, 
Flower observes, that marrying 
for money, without affection to 
the person, is no better than le. 
gal prostitution ;”" and then asks, 
—*‘+ who is there that needs to be 
told this?” My language is, howe 
ever, much stronger than that 
protessedly quoted ; and consider- 
iag the umportarice of the subject, 
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I hope your reuders will excuse the terms [I have done. I am 
me for repeating it. °° Let young sorry this explanation was not 
men in general, and young mi. given in the note sabjoined by the 
nisters in particular be warned, Editor, as it would have tended 
that in the choice of a wife, when to remove the suspicion of there 
pure afeetion, that adlection w hich having been any thing mercenary 
prefers the person chosen to all in the sentiments of a great and 
other persons in the universe, Is good mah, who on account of his 
wanting, marriage, in the sight of talents, his virtues, and his fe. 
God, is no better than legal pros- bours, will ever be esteemed one 
titution, and happiness cannot be of the ornaments of the dissenting 
expected to follow.” Docs Mr. interest. It is however scarcely 
Palmer ask-—‘** whois there needs necessary to add, that were the 
to be told this?” I answer many young men of the “ genteel pros 
young dissenting ministers in the fession’? of a dissenting minster, 
circle of my acquaintance, and when they come from the acade. 
many more tn the wider circle of my or college, to have ladies 
Mr. Palmer's acquaintance, have pointed out to them as possessing 
very seriously needed to be “ told ** handsome fortunes,” and they, 
this.” ‘They, by not paying due after making their choice, were to 
attention to such a warning, have find the “handsome fortune”? did 
gone on miserably lamenting the not exceed 500]. they would in 
little happiness to be found in do- general feel most woetully disap- 
mestic connestons, * the dear and ported ! 
tender charities of life:” and it With respect to the other 
need not excite surprise, if, une “ error into which T have fall- 
less their conduct was followed en,” [> was led into it by Mr. 
by repentance, their minds at Palmer himself. The title page 
times were exercised with “doubts to the excellent work alluded to, 
and fears” as to the happiness runs as follows :—** The None 
they should enjoy in a future conformists’ Memorial, &c. Orr. 
hie! ginally written by E. Calamy, 
faving thus defended my own D.D. Corrected, abridged, &c. 
sentiments on a subject of consie by 8. Pabaer.” It was therefore 
derable rmportance, candour, or natural for me to suppose, that 
rather justice requires me to add Mr. Palmer's work was a new, 
—since writing the ** Memoirs,’? although a much improved edi- 
and within this fortmight, Thave tion of Dr. Calamy’s; but I per- 
heard from good authority, that cetve the latter did net bear that 
the fortune of the lady, on whom tith. As, however, this * small 
Mr. Orton's young friend had error’ was scarcely worthy the 
fixed his affections, did not ex. notice of Me. Palmer, it iS ws 
ceed 5001, Tad this fact been little worthy any father notice 
stated by the Ladotor, although It trom, 
would by no means have prevent- Sir, 
ed my suggestions, would cer. Your constant reader, 
tainly have prevented my censur- B. FLOWER. 
ing the advice of Mr. Or: n in 
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To the Editor of the 


SIR, 

I request you to insert in your 
liberal publication the following 
letter, not included in Mr. Flow. 
ers late edition of Robinson’s 
works. It is taken from ** The 
General Baptist Repository, by 
Adain ‘Vaylor,”? which comes out 
half yearly, in eight-penny num- 
bers. Of its genuineness, no one 
acquainted with Mr. Robinson's 
writings can doubt. 

Your’s, 
A. B. 


An orizinal Letter from the Rew. R. Ro- 
binson, of Cambridge, to the Rev. D, 
Tuylor, of Lond.n. 

Chesterton, 
DEAR sIR, Monday, March 23, 1789. 

I received your favour of the packet 
last Friday evening, and now address 
myself to answer your qucries, very 
briefly, because 1 hope shortly to have 
the pleasure of seeing you, and thank- 
ug you face to face. 

1 heg my duty to father Britain, but 
I de not intend to preach any where in 
town, If shall visit London as I would 
Paris. Preaching exposes one to so much 
company, so many solicitations, so ma- 
ny refusals, or weak compliances, to so 
many silly censures, and in brief to so 
much trouble and fatigue, that I choose 
to rid my hands of it. 

My profound respects to good Mr. 
Lowdell, to whom L answer three things. 
First, 1 thank him for his civility re- 
specting the committee. Mr. Jefiries 
sends me all the papers, and my opinion 
of the Test is published in a sermon not 
long since preached to a!) the deputics 
of the churches in this county. I am 
not sure whether I sent you one, and 
I doubt now whether Dilly has one. 
Secondly, I keep poring over my mia- 
nuscripts, and do not regret delay, for 
baptism is an amazing subject, and oc- 
cupies a large part of ecclesiastical his- 
tory. My first volume is of Laptism, 








Montily Repository. 


not dapftists. I never knew, till lately, 
that any had been baptized in milk; but 
this, and a thousand other curious facts, 
go to prove that when men depart from 
pure scripture, no bounds are to be set 
to their extravagancies. ‘Thirdly, | am 
ready to begin to print, whenever I can 
find a bookseller to take the hazard and 
troubie off my hands, 

My humble thanks are due to you for 
your sermon on the eternity of future 
punishment. You know Lalways admire 
your integrity and your christian spirit; 
but | think, when you survey your ar- 
guinent, pages 10, 11, fiom the mulvitude, 
you will see reason, as a baprist, to re- 
tract it. It is a great misfortune to be 
governed by authorities. Lexicographers 
are no authority in a case of criticism; 
but we have no critical Jearniag among 
us. I wish our young folks would study 
canons of criticism; but human creeds 
blast this, and tell young men, that 
there is turpitude in mental error, and 
with this silly stuff poison free inquiry 
at the source. 

I am greatly obliged to you for the 
Minutes, &c. especially for the paper 
concerning the foundation of your fund. 
It is a sensible, well-written piece; and 
it contains the sum of all J say to the 
particular fundees. I am no friend to 
endowments of any kind; and I would 
have nothing to do with any, except in 
hope of correcting the viciosity of them, 
I understand the creed of the particular 
baptist fund, used as a fest to their poor 
brethren, hath fallen under the censure 
of a learned gentleman in this univer- 
sity, ina new publication, I have not 
yet seen the book. You doubt whether 
this be tyranny. I am so fully con- 
vinced of it, that I shall never recant 
my opinion, and never call it by a softer 
name. I shall amend by adding the 
most feolish tyranny that ever was exer- 
cised, In the pope, in the first city in 
the world, inhabiting the most splendid 
palace, surrounded by all that nature 
and art call great, with a prescriptive 
title acknowledged by prelates and 
princes, the government of conscience 
is aspecious tyranny. In the reformers 
it was 4 low-life and barbarous tyranny, 
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for which the pretence of orthodoxy 
was a beggarly apology. In us poor 
anabaptists, whose only merit 1s, not 
literature and superior devotion, for in 
them the very monks excel us, but a 
love of liberty ; im us, what is the go- 
vernment of conscience, the consciences 
too of upright though poor men, strug- 
gling against hunger, nakedness, cold, 
contempt, and penury, but a silly ty- 
ranny! Can five pounds a year bribe 
these poor things into an acknowledge- 
tment of human authority over con- 
science, and tacit denial of the suffici- 
ency and perfection of scripture! O poor 
hearts! As wise and competent as their 
Lords in London, they ought not to be 
insulted with a scrap of scholattical divi- 
nity. Pray, good Sir, with what face 
can suth inconsixtent men ask for the 
repeal of the test act? what do they 
mean to subvert-prelates and civil ma- 
fistrates, not out of love to mankind, 
but that they may have an opportunity 
of playing Jupiter themselves? Yes, 
yes, Bb have given their imposition a 
rieht name, and instead of altering it, 
} will think of something more harsh, 
and more fully expressive of the injus- 
tice and ctuelty of all such demagogues, 
a: pubbsh their silly oracles in the name 
of Almighty God, and under pain of 
damnation, noc merely to him that de- 
ni¢s, but even to him that doubts the 
truth of what they please to whistle! 
Are they Christians in town? so are we 
m the country. Have they the scrip- 
tutes ? so have we. Have they un- 
derstandings and consciences? so have 
we. Are they then to adé to the 
etriptate:, and tell us what we are 
to believe on every idle question 
which they please to state? Pray God 
forgive them, and enlighten their dark 
minds into the dignity of man, the na. 
tare of civil governntent, the perfections 
ot God, the sufficiency of scripture, 
the kingly office of Jesus Christ, ‘the 
bend urrion among Christians, and 
other subjects of the same kind, of 
which one would suppose they had ne. 
wer heard, 

I perceive by the proceedings of the 
general assembly of 1788, p. 4, that 
we may expect some account of your 
denomination trom yourse!f and Mr. 
Kingsford. ft is questionable whether 
fever write the hictory of me ern Ete 
giich baptist: ; and if 1 dol shall not 
come at them the-c three or four years. 
My wotion of the dienity of hictory 
fos bids mic to } ublish any thing little aud 


unimportant, and therefore I sce very 
little to publish of the modern baptists 
in London. The glory, the love of jj. 
berty universal, is departed from Israel, 
at least from that part of it, which pre. 
sumes to strut forward, and give itself 
out for the cause. The particulars are 
intoxicated with a false system of dis. 
jointed metaphysics, which they call 
the gospel. The generals, if one may 
judge by their books, which they pub. 
lish as a body, are less tenacious of 3 
system of faith, but equally zealous for 
an impracticable discipline. What else 
can be understood by Leicester case, 
where they tax some of their members 
with faction ? Or by the case of Leak, 
where they busy themselves about suits, 
I suppose they mean courtship > What 
does Halifax mean by speaking of cx- 

eNses recessary to maintain the cause of 
Christ ? 1s there not reason to fear that 
Nottingham hath been too busy in ex- 
com@iunicating ? Is Burnley wise to lay 
out 300/. when they can raise only sol? 
Aad what do they mean at Nottingham 
by, Zeal in the cause of the Lord Jesus? 
Does the association take cognizance of 
property, deeds, titles, &c.? And da 
the churthes pretend to give advice more 
full to the purpose, than sensible and 
respectable attorneys ? Sée Wadsworth. 
Does not the case at Longford imply 
the power of the a sociation to indge 
and choose a pastor, for a people who 
pretend to independency ? And are you 
aware, that your hooks are bought, 
bound up, presérved in libraries, and 
in:ended to be used as arsuments against 
you and your successors, in proof of 
your exercising dominion, and in apo- 
logy for the exercise of that domimion 
which the friends of an established 
hicrarchy intend te perpetuate? See, 
say they, “ How futile ull the objections 
urged by these people against us are, 
when they are obliged to exercise the 
same dominion to uphold their conzte- 
gations.” “‘ Behold,” say they, “ Their 
faith and discipline are weak and un- 
productive; by their own confession 
neither their families nor their churches 
are in a state ef superior knowledge, 
or rehined morality.” 

Believe me, my friend, you are off 
the bottom of the old baptists, whose 
history is edifying, because it exhibits 
genuine freedom and sublime virttte 
The present plan of all parties in Ens 
gland is obscured by priesthood, and the 
poison of that pervades every part of 
the body, and in proportion as any body 
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express image of the Father, the bright- 


ness of his glory” diminishes in splen- 
dour, and goes into an eclipse; in our 
churches partial, in the climes of po- 
pery total. Degrees of more and less 
are the only distinctions between us and 


ows important to the church, “ the 
Fics of kings, and Lord of lords, the 
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established corporations. calling thems 

selves churches. Should I proceed 1 

might write a folio. Hoping shortly to 

see you, and wishing you every bene- 

diction that can make a man great, 

good and happy, 

I remain, dear Sir, your's ever, 

ROBERT ROBINSON, 





~~ 


ON THE LIGHT OR SPIRIT OF CHRIST WITHIN MAN, AS PRO- 
FESSED BY THE FRIENDS, IN REPLY TO VERITAS. 





fn the number for the first 
month of this year, p. 31, ap- 
peared some ** observations on the 
inward light of the Quakers,” 
by Veritas; occasioned by a pa- 
per signed Philo inserted in the 
Monthly Review, in reply to a 
critique in that work. Who was 
the writer of the paper addressed 
to the Monthly Reviewers, under 
thesignature of Philo, I know not, 
neither Lave J] before me cither 
the Monthly Reviewers’ critique 
or Philo’s answer; buat as Philo 
may not bea reader of the Month- 
ly Repository, I hope to be ex. 
cused for otlering a few consi. 
derations in reply to those argu. 
muents which “ militate,” as Veritas 
thinks, ** against the adoption of 
such « doctrine.” 

If I understand Veritas, he 
condemns the friends for ascribing 
that to the light of Christ in man, 
Which belongs exctusivély to the 
scriptures. ‘lo simplify the point 
under consideration, I shail pre. 
mise three propositions which can 
admit of littl, if any, contro. 
versy. Ist. That God revealed 
his will to the saints of old by his 
Spirits and that from these reve- 
‘ations proceeded the scriptures 
of truth. 2ndly. That as the 
peculiar excellency of the scrip. 
(ures Consists in their being dic- 

VOL. IIs. 2 


tated by the spirit of God, so 
the spirit must be superior to the 
scriptures. Sdly. ‘That conse« 
quently these immediate inspira. 
tions or dictates of the spirit, 
must have been to the sacred pen- 
men, at least, more immediately 
a rule of conduct than scriptures 
previously writien, though pro. 
ceeding from the same spirit, 
without either superseding or uns 
dervaluing the said scriptures. 
These propositions appear so self. 
evident, that I shall not detain 
the reader by attempting to prove 
them. 

‘Thus the question between the 
Friends and their opponent re- 
solves itself to this single point: 
Whether the spirit of God, which 
not only taught the Israelites, 
through the medium of the writs 
ten law, but also immediately by 
the urim and thummim, and by 
his prophets as particular er dif- 
ficult occasions required, has en- 
tirely taken his flight from. the 
earth, and Jeit, instead of his 
immediate presence in the Holy 
of Holies inthe temple and with 
the prophets, a few general writ. 
ten instructions for our moral and 
religious conduct? Veritas must 
first prove froin the scriptures that 
this is one of the features by 
which the new covenant is dis 
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tinguished from the old, betore 
he cun reasonably expect to cone 
vert us to an opinion so frigid 
and sterile, Which grants us less 
of the divine presence under the 
Christian than under the Mosaic 
dispensation; but he has not at- 
tempted to support his novel opin. 
on by a single passage of scripture. 
‘The doctrine of divine mfuence 
is, tideed, expressed in such lhe 
delible characters in the sacred 
writings, that it is admitted by 
the generality of Christians; the 
principal difference between the 
Fricnds and others, consists rather 
in the mode and extent of the in- 
fluence of the spirit, than in the 
thing itself. As our opponent 
has not attacked us on scripture 
ground, I shall be brief and only 
observe, nearly in the words of the 
apostle; that if as the things of 
@ man are only known by the 
spivit of man, so the things of 
God knoweth no man but ehe 
spiritof Gods then the scriptures, 
which relate to the things of God, 
cannot be known to man by his 
natural reason, unenlightened by 
the spirit of God; hence the apos- 
tle James recommends those who 
want wisdom, not to himself nor 
to any outward writing, but to 
ask ot God who giveth liberally 
and upbraideth not; which agrees 
with what our Saviour also says, 
that our heavenly Father will give 
his holy Spirit to them that ask 
him. ‘The Spirit is, therefore, as 
Barclay observes, ** the founda. 
tion and ground of all truth and 
knowledge, and the primary rule 
of faith and manners.” Not as 
opposed to, or contradicting the 
holy scriptures, which were writ. 
ten by its dictates, but as being 
that, without which, in various 
instances, they cannot be under. 


stood and apphed so as to edif 
and build us up in the faith of the 
gospel. 

Not having Philo’s paper be. 
fore me, TF cannot fully judge of 
the accuracy of the analogy he 
has drawn, between human rea. 
son and the spit of God, with 
respect to the laws instituted by 
each, but it must be admitted 
that the holy spirit is as much 
superior to the scriptures, as hn- 
man reason Is to the laws insti- 
tuted by it. As nothing can rise 
higher than its source, so human 
laws will partake of the fallibility 
of human reason and require ree 
vision; but laws instituted by the 
holy spirit, cannot require revie 
Sion through any defect in the 
svurce whence they proceed, 
hence “ the infallibility and per. 
manency of the scriptures” are 
nut affected by this analogy be- 
tween them and human laws; ne- 
vertheless the holy spirit is not 
limited by its own institutions, so 
as to be prevented abrogating them 
when they have answered the end 
designed; thus the Mosaic dis- 
pensation which was only intend. 
ed as a school-master to lead to 
Christ, wus abrogated by the holy 
spirit after its types and figures 
were fulfilled in Christ to whom 
they pointed. There must have 
been some confusion in the ideas 0 
Veritas, when he supposed that 
it would not be contended for by 
Philo, that the doctrinal parts o! 
Christianity ** exist inherently” 
in the holy spirit that gave them 
forth. What Barclay says, 
that though the spirit can rev 
“‘an historical faith and knowW- 
ledge of the birth of Christ in the 
flesh without the means of the 
scriptures,” it is not usually @ 
revealed, neither is ** to be 
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pected by us or any other Chris- 
tians,’”” 

“ The fairest way of investigat- 
ing the subject now under discus- 
sion,” says Veritas, “ is to con- 
sider the effect which a general 
assent to this opinion would most 
probably produce, among the 
various sects professing Christi- 
anity.” IT bad always thought 
that the sc riptures were primarily 
the criterion whereby we were to 
judge of the trath of any reli. 
gious opinion, and that its prac- 
tical tendeney was to be decided 
by the conduct of these who hold 
such opinion; but it seems that 
Veritas has discovered a new, and 
what he conceives to be, a fairer 
criterion to judge of the practical 
tendency of a doctrine, by pro- 
ducing mstead of its real genuine 
fruits, some hypothetical fruits, 
Facts were against our oppo- 
nent, he had therefore, recourse 

hypothesis, and what is the 
result? He is obliged to suppose 
that a number of persons could 
embrace a certain opinion with. 
out its producing its usual effects 


on their “ habits and modes of 


thinking.”? ‘These effects must 
be better known to those who have 
felt them, than to one, who dee 
mes the existence of the * inward 
light” by which they are pro, 


duced ; and I am inclined to think 


that the whole of the reasoning ot 


Veritas, with regard to this divine 
light, may possibly rise. from 
his inattention to the effects of its 
operations on the mind. Instead 
of making man presumptuous and 
confident in himself, it makes 
him absolute ‘ly dependent on a 
superior power for every good and 
perfect cift,—for this divine light 
S$ Not considered as sonicthing 
that man has at his own come 


Ox the inward Light, 
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mand, or which he can appropri- 
ate to himself; but as a free gift 
imparted to him through Christ, 
for his deliverance from the evil 
and darkness of his fallen nature, 
and which only illuminates his 
understanding in proportion to 
his obedience to its dictates. Let 
us Row compare this sentiment 
with that which is adopted by 
those who consider themscl ves the 
advocates for human reason: they 
ascribe to this faculty, not only 
an ability, independent of divine 
influence, to comprehend the spi- 
ritual truth revealed in the scrips 
tures, but also consider themselves 
authorized to reject any doctrine 
contained in the scriptures, that 
their reason cannot fathom, or 
that does not square with their 
preeconceived notions, whereby 
they would make the revealed 
will of the infallible God bow to 
the decision of the fallible unen« 
lightened reason of man, It ree 
quires but little consideration to 
determine which of these two ope 
posite opinions ascribes the most 
to God, and the least to the crea- 
ture, and consequently which of 
the two is not likely to cherish 
pride and sclf-confidence, (the 
genuine parent of religious asperi« 
ty and of persecution) and if it 
were necessary, this might be il- 
lustrated not by hypothetical, 
but by real facts. 

I ascribe to a want of a perfect 
knowledge of what we believe, 
with respect to the divine light in 
man, the assertion of Veritas that 
its ** power and influence on the 
human mind, must of necessity 
overcome all opposition and im. 
press upon the heart of every in- 
dividual one simple and unilorm 
truth.” For we do not believe 
that jt consists with the scheme ot 
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divine government and the moral 
agency of man as set torth in the 
scriptures that the liberty of the 
actions of men, should be 
stroyed by the irresistible impulse 
of a that 
though we believe that all are, 
as they submit to the operations 
of the boly spirit within them, in 
& proporuonate degree led and go- 
vorned ny if, yet the careless and 
disobedient who despise its re- 
prools and will have none of its 
wistructions ave vot taught by it, 
tor though it invjies all, it com- 


pels none, 


dee 


superior power, so 


Veritas calls upon Philo for an 
accurate distinction between the 
inward light and human reason; 
this disuncuon has been already, 
I should sulliciently 
pointed prevent any mis- 
take with respect our views; 
and tor turther information, | may 
reicr Veritas to 1} Cor, chap. ni. 
Jer. NNXI.L 34. Heb. vii, 
7 to ll. 17, and to 
various other passages of similar 
mport: 
which hy 
velation of 


SUPpose, 


’ 
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for af the seriptures, 
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as toe onty 


jders ie 
, > ) . 

the Divine will-to man 
atthisday, will not convince lim, 


It is pot 


to be supposed that any 
thing T could further add would 
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be of any avail. An explanation 
is also requested by him betwee 
the inward light, and ** the 
enthusiasm of the various secta- 
> but until I am informed 
what is meant by ** the enthu. 
siam of the various sectarists,” [ 
must decline any reply to a ques. 
tion, the terms of which are toa 
indefinite to convey any distinct 
meaning. ‘To prevent an error 
not unusual in discussions of this 
nature, it should be observed, 
that the Frends do not deny the 
use of reason in religion, what 
they maintain Is, that the reason 
or understanding of man myst be 
enlighten d the haly 
before be can Wave a right 
ception of spiritual or 
truth, 

Justice to Veritas requires me 


r. a 
rists; 


by spirit, 
CONe 


clivine 


to acknowledge the moderation 
with which he has stated his ob. 


jections to the doctrine of the di- 


vine light in man, and the ree 
spectful manner in which he 
speaks of the Saciety of Friends; 
and I hope he will seriously res 
fleet what it is that makes this 
‘S class of men, individually an 
henour to society,” seeing that no 
eflect can exist without a cause. 


J. B. 


ANSWER TO ** A MODEST 
LETTER ILI. 


————— 


ON POPULAR PREACIIING; 
‘Ff ’ Ad 

Q \ EL RIST. 
SIR, Ap 15, 1808. 
When I first read the “ (Sucrics 
concerning Popular Preaching.” 
. . _5' 
i \ ‘ul la t Vi time, (np, 642,) 
Thiet ‘ ected to be now asking 
your induigence to notice a third 
tine, oyechons of your core 

oF } , 

resp ent. My former letter was 


hastily concluded, just as T hed 


T’ . ~ | ‘ I Min Ciuk ryy which 
1 be Care pUOLC ¢ 
i _— 


“ Strongly and pointedly as Unitarian 
preachers may assert and inculcate their 
doctrines, can such of them as are ut 
learned, disprove by fair and just argy- 
ments, the erroneous notions that are 
generally maintained, and show that the 
coctrines of a plurality of persons m 
the divine nature, the satisfaction © 
Christ, &c, are built upon in onsistent 
and faise inte rpretations of scripture eS 

The Querist, if I unacrstand 
him, entertains appre hensions, cere 


tainty not ungrounded, that we 


~ 














managers of the Unitarian Fund, 
will frequently employ Niissionae 
ries, who, us Ben Jonson said 
of Shakespeare, have ** small Latin 
and less Greek.” Twill go tur. 
ther, and admit that these bold 
innovators, as **the height of 
their offending,” though by no 
means destitute of learned assist- 
ance, will not refuse the services 
of a missionary absolutely *f une 
learned” inascholastic sense, while 
they satisty themselves, as KR. 
Robinson described the unlearned 
reachers in’ his connexion, that 
though @literate, he is not anos 
rant, especially not * 7gnorant 
of religion, that only science 
which they elect bim to teach.” 
(Claude Vol 1. Adv.) 

Such a preacher, however, in 
the opinion of “a Modest Quer. 
Ist,” would be likely to fail in 
his attempt Ba disprove by fir 
and just arguments, the erroncous 
notions that are generally matn- 
tained.” Is your correspondent 
aware to how small a number 
among an inconsiderable minority 
of Christians, his objection, fairly 
pursued, would reduce the Unita 
lians, qualified to controvert the 
popular creed? — His learned 
preacher should have attained, 
not merely to an ability of trans 
lation, which may be acquired at 
a grammar school, but to such 
an acquaintance with idioms, dias 
lects, and the powers of langue 
age from researches into profane 
lnerature, together with such a 
knowledse of ancient versions and 
various readings, as may cnable 
him to decide on the authenticity 
or sense of a disputed passage, 
as the result of his own erntical 


and studious mquiry. I say, of 


his own inquiry, because if he 


rely on critics and commentators, 
the unlearned may do the same ; 
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not, I grant, with equal gratifica. 
tion to himself, yet with no small 
satisiaction and becoming confi- 
dence, if, as in the case supposed, 
he be a man of thought and ree 
flection. ‘lo furnish such a man 
with “armour of proof,” in which 
he may ** contend for the faith 
once dehwered to the saitts,” ape 
pears to, be a noble object, worthy 
to occupy the laborious life of 
the most learned Christian, and 
far above that of merely gratify- 
ing the taste and securing the ape. 
plause of a scholar Lke himself, 

| night offer the Querist, ib 
shorter and, perhaps, a more satis- 
factory solution of his difficulty. 
The strength of the Unitarian 
cause he will) probably allow 
to consist in the agreement of our 
doctrine with the general tenour 
of the scriptures, rather than in 
the solution of difficult: passages, 
Facts support this opinion. ‘There 
have been, wnd sill are, unlearned 
Christians, who have attained to 
the knowledge of Oxe God, 
the Lather of mercies, and one 
mediator, fhe man Christ Jesus, 
before they had any access to the 
writings or couversation of Unie 
tarians. ‘They were led to these 
conclusions trom a serious and di- 
livent examination of the New 
‘Lestament, in the common vere 
sion, atiected as that certainly 
is by the orthodox prejudices 
of the — translators. If per. 
sons under such disadvantages, 
found “ arguments’? sufficient to 
** disprove” the errors of the"po- 
pular creed, surcly an Umtanan 
inissionary, with such helps as he 
nay how command, cannot be at 
a loss,even though destitute of that 
learnmg which, I ain perspaded, 
such a@ man would have no wish 
to undervalye. |] sbould = be 
ashamed to argue so plain a case, 
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I may here close this letter, as 
the Unitarian Fund is no farther 
directly concerned with the que. 
ries of your correspondent, If 
the object of that Fund be just 
and highly important, the mana- 
gers must not suffer themselves to 
be diverted to other objects, how. 
ever desirable. Such certainly 
are—the instruction of “ young 

ersons in the original languages 
of the Old and New Testaments,” 
and a ** mode of education in the 
seminaries of Dissenters,” which 
shall render * theology” para. 
mount to ** classical and mathe. 
matical lore.””) But when the 
Querist proposes that “ Sunday 
schools and schools of industry 
should be attended to, and di- 
rected by Unitarian ministers” as 
anew project, | wonder where he 
can have passed his days not to 
know what Unitarians have at- 
tempted with encouraging success 
among the population of Birming- 
ham, Nottingham, and other 
places which offered scope to 
their exertions, Indeed, the more 
I consider the paper of “ a Modest 
Querist,” the more | suspect that 
he has lived out of the Unitarian 


world, though he has happily dis- 
covered our doctrine perhaps while 
musing by ‘*‘sedgy Cam,” or 
wooing fair “truth in Maudlin’s 
learned grove.”. Nor ts it at al] 
surprizing that 

“ The man who stretch’d, in Isis’ calm 

retreat, 
To books and study, gives seven years 
complete,” 

should unconsciously depreciate 
the capabilities of the man, whose 
theology has been acquired in the 
cor ege of fishermen, and his litera- 
ture in the university of the worid, 
By hazarding this conjecture | 
alarm myself. 1, an wnamatricu- 
lated wight, may have been dis, 
cussing questions of learned im- 
port, with one who has not only 
tasted but drank deep of * the 
Castalian spring.’? Should your 
correspondent be thus stout, | 
trust he will be merciful; and I 
assure him, that unless I am con- 
firmed in my opinions by his res 
joinder, which I shall eagerly 
expect, | will, with your per 


mission, fairly own mysell Core 
rected, 
Your's. 
IGNOTUS, 





MR. CARPENTER'S REMARKS ON 


MR. BELSUAM’S STRICTURES: 


LETTER ill, 


——ee 


Old Swinfard, 

SIR, June 4, 1808, 

In this concluding letter I wish 
to suggest some thoughts respect. 
ing the pre-existence and atone. 
ment of Christ, doctrines which 
my trend Belsham regards as ire 
rational and unscriptural, but 
which appear to me consonant to 
the best dictates of reason and 


plainly revealed in the gospel of 
Christ. 

Our pre-conceived notions of 
the probability or improbability of 
these doctrines, will have a con- 
siderable influence on our minds, 
In our interpretation of those 
passages which are adduced in fae 
vour of them. The materialist 
who thinks that there is no Me 











tinal principle in man distinct 
from his body, could not easily be 
induced to believe that a prescNe 
istent spirit constituted the Tati 
onal principle of soul of Christ. 
And they who think it strange 
and absurd, 
the world should become a tender 
infant, and pass through the dif- 
ferent stages of human life, will 
be inclined to put some other in- 
terpretation on those passages of 
scripture which seem to reveal 
this doctrine. But who will pro. 
nounce it irrational to suppose 
that the sclf-existent Jchovah com- 
missioned his son to form this 
world and that system of which 
it constitutes a part? or who will 
say that it is absurd to believe 
that this exalted person might take 
upon him the human form for 
benevolent and important pur- 
It is indeed wondertul, 
and furnishes matter for the warm- 
est gratitude that, God so loved 
the world as to send his only be- 
gotten Son inta at, not to condemn 
the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved. 

It appears to me not improba- 
ble (as I suggested, many years 
ago, in the ‘Theological Reposi- 
tory.) that each system of worlds 
may have a Being of a similar 
wature, appointed by the great 
Creator of all, as its maker and 
Vicegerent. ‘This supposition de- 
rogates nothing froin the unrie 
vulled power and glory of the 
self-existent Jehovah, on whom 
these glorious beings must be 
equally dependant with the mean- 
est of his creatures, whilst it 
vastly increases the sum of hap- 
Piness that is cnjoyed in the uni- 
verse. For, how great the delight 
which these delegates of the most 
High would derive from being 
employed in communicating bis 


noses ? 
post bf 
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that the Maker of 





blessings to inferior orders of bea 
ings! ‘This however is only mate 
ter of conjecture, But that Christ 
was the maker of our world, 1 
conclude from the declaration of 
John 1. 10. He was ia the world, 
aad the world (not ascev but noses) 
was made by him, and the world 
knew him not. Mr. B. says that 
there is not one instance in which 
the word yiwougds in the N. T. 
signifies to create. Let him turn 
to Heb. xi. 3, where this word 
is used and must have that signi. 
fication. ‘There are many pase 
suges in which it exactly corres- 
ponds with our word made, and 
I think it can have no other sense 
in this striking and decisive dee 
claration of St. John. If. we 
farther suppose that Christ was 
the maker of the solar system, 
the idea appears to me sufficiently 
extensive for What the same apos-= 
tle says v. 3. All things were 
made by him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was 
nade, and also tor that declarae 
tion of St. Paul, Col. LL. 16. 
For by him were all things created 
that are in heaven and that are in 
earth, ‘This will appear to some 
too limited a sense for these words, 
But how any can understand this 
last passage and the Verses with 
which it stands connected, in a 
sense consistent with the simple 
humanity of Christ, appears to 
me strange. Dr, Doddridge says, 
* to interpret this as the Socinie 
ans do, of the new creation in a 
spiritual sense, is so unnatural, 
thatone could hardly belicve it, if 
the evidence were not sO unde. 
niably strong, that any.set .of 
learned commentators could: fall 
into it.”’ For it is after the apos« 
tle had spoken of Christ as the 
image of the mvisthle: God, the 
first born of the whole creation, 

































































































and the maker of ail thines visible 


and invisth/e, that he reters to the 
spiritual creation, when he speaks 
of bim as the head of the church. 
My trend has, T think, lad far 
too much stress on the silence of 
the three first evangelists, respect. 
ng the presen istence of Christ, 
Negative argunients may be al. 
lowed in some cases to have Cone 
sidcrable weight, but not when 
they are opposed by those which 
are of a positive kind. Whether 
these apostles were fully aequaint- 
ed with this doctrine, and af they 
were, why they did not declare 
their belief in it, may furnish mat- 
ter for curious speculation, but 
cannot weigh aguinst the positive 
testimony of two other apostles, 
one of whom wrote avowedly 
supply what they liad omitted. 
Eusebius says that John in his 
gospel begins with the divinity of 
Christ, which had been reserved 
bv tle Holy Ghost for him as 
the more excellent person. And 
Theodore says that when the other 
gospels were brought to John, he 
expressed his approbation of them, 
but said if was fit that the things 
also cone roing the divinity of 
Christ. should be recorded. and 
be was induced to begin immedi- 
ately with the doctrine of Christ’s 
deity. But dam inclined to think 
that the three first evangelists were 
not altogether ignorant of the ex- 
alted nature of Christ, particu- 
larly from a passage in Mark xii. 


33, where our Lord says, of 


that day and thac hour knoweth 
noman, no, ror the aneels which 
are wm heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father. This seems 
strongly to intimate, that Christ 
8 Superior to men and angels, 
but interior to the Father, | 
Avow that the Athanasians ci- 
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deavour to reconcile this passage 
to their system, by saying that 
though Christ did not know this 
in his human, yet he did in his 
divine nature. But he declares 
thet the Father alone knew ir, 
In what manner the Unitarians 
attempt to reconcile it to. their 
system I do not knew. 

If those passaces of scripture 
which my learned friend has re- 
presented as interpolations — or 
mis-translations were really so, 
which T think is far from being 
clear, there are still a sufficient 
number remaining to establish the 
doctrine in question. Tle speaks 
of our Lord’s figurative and emg 
matical discourse in John iv. But 
he renders it much more enig. 
matical ‘than ts necessary, by 
what appcars to me 2 very strange 
interpretation of these words: 
Does this offend you, what tf you 
should see the Son of man ascend 
up where he was hcfore? q. a. 
What if I should disclose to you 
truths still more remote from your 
apprehension and more offensive 
tu your prejudices, 

Independentiyef particular pas- 
sages of scripture, which appear 
to reveal this doctrine, there are 
two arguments of considerable 
weight, viz. that love to Chinst 
is enforced as an essential part of 
the Christian religion, and that 
he is appointed to be tlre judge of 
the world. J do not find _ 
Mr. B. has made any observat thor 
on the first of these, but to the 
second he has given the same an- 
swer which Dr. Priestley did, 
when I discoursed with him on the 
subject. He supposed that the 


judgment of the world by Christ 


was to be understood ina figura 
tive sense, and in favour of this 
opinion alledged those passages, 











which say that the saints shall 
judge the world, and that the 
twelve apostles shall sit on twe lve 
thrones, judging the twelye tribes 
of Israel. But surely these. dit- 
ficult and ebscure texts are not 
to invalidate the truth of those 
numerous and strong declarations, 
whieh assure us that Christ shall 
raise the dead and judge the 
world, If we are to understand 
the words in a figurative sense, 
when it is said that we must all 
appear belore the J judgme Nt-seat 
vt Christ, I do not know what 
rule of criticism will forbid) our 
interpret ing in a figurative sense 
the declaration that the dead shall 
be raised, 
[tis said that the 
our salvation being made periect 
‘hrough suffering, militates against 
the notion of his exalted and di- 
vine nature. But I apprehend 
es there is no being in the uni- 
, however exalted lis nature, 
re infinite Jehovah excepted, ) 
hut what may attain still bigher 
degrees ol excellence; and that 
every benevolent exertion, and 
every act of resignation, will stll 


captain of 


iurther inerease his viriue aud 
piety. 

Our pre-conecived notions re. 
Sp cting the atonement of Cl hrist, 
will influence our minds in the 
opinion that we form of those 
passages ot scripture, which are 

ged in favour of this doctrine. 
They who think it inconsistent 
with the divine justice and bene- 
volence to make the innocent suf- 
4 for the guilty, or to bestow 
blessings upon she guilty On aCe 

ountoft the virtues of the richte- 
ous, will be disposed to under. 
Stand in a figurative sense, the 
leclaration of our Lord, that 4s 
‘lood was shed for the remission 
ce 2 
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of sin, and also that of the apos- 
tle Paul, in whom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins. But we know 
that vicarious sufferings and bles 
sings do, in numberless instances, 
constitute a part of the govern- 
ment of God, and therefore can- 
not be imconsistent with his per- 
fections. And from hence it fol- 
lows that jit may be consistent 
with those perfections for Christ 
to suffer for guilty man, and for 
guilty man to partake of salvation 
through his sufferings. But the 
sacred writers not thinking it sul- 
ficient to speak of this doctrine, 
as merely Consistent with the di- 
vine attributes, always represent 
itas an illustrious display of the 
holiness and mercy of God, and 
admirably calculated to promote 
our gratitude and obedience. 

The doctrine of an atonement, 
in one sense or other, has been 
the prevailing opinion of mankind 
inall ages, Jt constituted a part 
of the Jewish religion, and it was 
reasonable to suppose that the 
Chiistian religion, pre ceeding from 
the same source, would Contain 
the same doctripe. 

The more I consider the lan- 
guage of the N. ‘Pb. the more fully 
am [ convinced that it reveals the 
doctrines of the divinity and atone- 
ment of Christ. My friend may 
regard this as a faith that ean 
swallow mountains, Sut when 
he spoke of the present age as onc, 
in which men were disposed to 
exercise such a faith, be might 
have added, it is also an age, i 
which there are others who profess 
to know every thing and believe 
nothing. He should also reco!- 
lect that this was once his own 
faith, when the scriptures were 
the same as they are now, when 
v 
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he was equally desirous of nndere and agree in their deep. sense F 
standing their meaning, and pers the great ¢ vil of sin, They age 
haps equally free trom prejudice. in an humble conviction of ther 
Vad he may further cousider that need of aa Sactour. and this Sa. 
whilst re belieces in the miracles -viour is dear to their souls. They 
of the N.'T. he aril be regarded also agree im highly valuing stich 
by Deists, as having that faith writers as Henry amd Watts and 
whics cun sitallow mountains. Hoddridge. Yet fromr the elas 
There is a considerable body of of serious Christans, bo oam fay 
Christtins, who canuet receive from excladmg such men a 
some ot the dottrines of the high) Lindsev, and Priestley, and Bel. 
Calvinist, beeause they think sham * With the latter of these 
them inconsistent with tie divine FP have speat many on agreeable. 
attribates, moron the other hand and TP hepe pretitable day, net 
can they agree with Mr. Be. and only when our sentiments wer 
eame of the nodern Unitariaus, alike, but since that period, And 
hey thik, that to call in ques- thotigh I thing he is too strenuots 
tion the divine authority of the aad pesitive im mamtaining his 
Lord’s-day, and to say that the present svstem, yet no diflerente 
riptures are fot the word of of aeftiiment can prevent my en 
God, must have a dangerous ten- tertaining a high sense of his in. 
dency. ‘They are not pertectly tegrity and piety, as well as ot! 
agreed in their rehgious sentie great abilities. 
ments, for they are to be found — Sincerely wishing thet your Re. 
both in the established church, pository may be the meuns of (ji. 
and in all the different denomi- fusing Christian knowledge, a 
nations of Dissenters, But they especially Christian charity, 


vareve in their love of serious, prac. I am, Sir, 
tical religions “They agree in Your obliged servant, 
highly valuing the meaus of grace, B. CARPENTER, 


* My friend speaks of my pluming myself upon my charity, and proclaiming it 
tothe werld. Tccrtainty think it of more importance to make a public profession 
of charity than of faith. And | apprehend that those who belicve in the absolute 
deity of Christ, and those who believe in his simple hunianity, are in general les 
candid than these whose sen iments lie between these two extremes. 1 know 
worthy mini-ter whe received a letter from his ‘Trinitarian brother, containing 
the following sentiment: There io no room in heaven for idolaters or heretics, 
and since you regard me as the one, and I you as the other, there can be no great 
cordiality betwixt us. But the heretical brother would not exclude the Tnnite 
rian one trom heaven. 1 shall however mention what appeared to mé a want i 
candour on the other side of the question. It respects che late Mrs. Rayner, # 
lady of strong sense and uncommen generosity. She wasa great friend of Dr 
Priestley, but could not bear his Ophuon respecting the dormant state of mam 
ifter death, and wrote a long letter to him on this subicct. No, she would e1- 
claum, I shall continue the same conscious being afters ‘death, that | am now 
i have repeatedly heard her express great indignation against Mr. Urwick, fo: 
userting in his own rulpit the pre-existence of Christ. She did this onez whes 
he was present, and he only made this calm reply, You did not hear me conden 
thase who disbelieve it. Certainly Trinitarians, Arians and Socinians, have # 
riyht to maintain their own sentiments in their own pulpits; but when they pio 
them in che pulpits of their brethren who are of different centimet ts, j 
k thes cramsyeres the houndde both of prudence and charity 
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wk. FOX’S ACCOUNT OF MR. LOCKH’S EXPULSION PRON ONFORKD, 


—— ie —— 


SIR, June 12, 1808. 
You will, I believe, readily 
preserve in your Repository, the 
tollowing extract from the “ in- 
duc hapter’’ t M Fox’ 
troductory Chapter” to Ait, boxXs 
Historical Fraginent. 

After stgmatising In @ manner 
worthy of limself the legal mur. 
ders of Russel aud Sidney, he 
cays that, “when their memory 
aliall cease to be an object of re. 
spect and veneration, it requires 
no spirit of prophecy to forctel 
that Bnglish liberty will be fast 
approaching to its final consum. 
mation.” Ile adds that, “ the 
very day on which Russel was 
executed, the University of Ox. 
tord passed their famous decree, 
condemning formally, as impious 
and heretical propositions, every 
principle upon which the consti- 
tution of this, or any other free 
country, can maintain itself.” In 
this connexion the author intro. 
duces the following account of 
“Mr. Locke’s expulsion from 
Oxtord.”’ 

Among the oppressions of this period, 
most of which were attended with con- 
Sequences so much more important to 
the several objects of persecution, it 
May seem scarcely worth while to no- 
tice the expulsion of John Locke, from 
Christechurch College, Oxford. But 
besides the interest which every inci- 
dent in the lite of a person so deservedly 
emiment naturally excites, there appears 
to ‘have been something in the transac- 
tion itself characteristic of the spirit of 
the times, a well as of the general na- 
ture of absolute power. Mir. Locke 
was known to have been intimately 
connected with Lord Shaftesbury, and 
bad very prudently judged it advi cable 
for him, to proiong for some time, his 
residence upon the Continent, to which 
he had resorted originally on account 


ct : . ‘ 
of his health. A sepenen: as it has 
been «ince proved, unfounded, that he 


was the authar of a pamphlet which 
gave offence to the yovernment, in- 
duced the (King to insist upon his re- 
moval from his studentship at Christ- 
church, Sunderland writes by the King’s 
command, to Dr. Fell, Bishop of Ox- 
ford and Dean of Christ-church. The 
reverend prelate answers, that he has 
Jong had an eye upon Mr. Locke's be- 
haviour; but though frequent attempts 
had been made, (attempts of which the 
Bishop expresses. no disapprobation, ) 
to draw him into imprudent convetsa- 
tion, by attacking, in his company, the 
reputation, and insulting the memory of 
his late patron and friend, and thus to 
make his gratitude and all the best fecl- 
ings of his heart, instrumental to his 
ruin, these attempts all proved unsuc- 
cessful. Hence the Bishop infers, not 
the innocence of Mr. Locke, but that 
he was a great aaster at conceaiment, 
both as to words and looks; for looks, 
it isto be supposed, would have turnish- 
ed a pretext for his expulsion, more de- 
cent than any which Pad yet been dis- 
covered, An expedient is then suggest- 
ed to drive Mr. Locke to a dilemma, 
by summoning him to attend the Col- 
lege on the first of January cusuing, 
If he do not appear, he -hall be expelled 


for contumacy; if he come, matter of 


charge may be found ayainse him for 
what he shall have said at London, or 
elsewhere, where he will have been 
less upon his guard than at Oxford. 
Some have ascribed Fell’s hesitation, if 
it can be so called, in executing the 
King’s order, to his unwillingness to 
injure Locke, who was his friend; 
others with more reason, to the doubt 
of the legality of the order. Tlowever 
this may have been, neither his scruple 
nor his reluctance was regarded by u 
court who knew its own power. A 
peremptory order was accordingly sent, 
and immediate obedicnce ensued. ‘Thus, 
while, without the shadow of a crime, 
Mr. Locke lost a situation attended with 
some emolument, and great conveni- 
ence, was the University deprived o! 
or rather thus, jrom the base principles 
of servility, did she cast a “ ay the man, 
the having produced whom is now he; 
chictest clory ; and thus, to these uho 


are not determined to be blind, did the 
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true nature of absolute power discover 
itself, against which the middling sta- 
tion is not more secure, than the most 
exalted. Tyranny when poe with 
the blood of the great, and the plunder 
of. the rich, will condescend to hunt 
humbler game, and make a peaceable 
and innocent fellow of a college the 
object of its persecution. In this in- 
srance, one would almost imagine there 
was some instinctive sagacity in the go- 
vernment of that time, which pointed 
out to them, even before he had made 
himself known to the world, the man 
who was destihed to be the most suc- 
cessful adversary of superstition and ty- 
ranny. 

Such is the literary monument 
raised to John Locke by a mind 
in many respects congenial, in a 
work which, under all the disad- 
vantages of an unfinished post- 
humous publication, contains too 
much of the language of the au- 


thor’s heart speedily to perish.. 


That the University should not 
long ago have retrieved her re- 
putation, by paying some distin- 
guished honours to the memory 
of her ill-requited son, may ap- 
pear unaccountable, till it is recol- 
Jected, what Oxtord cannot forget, 
that the author of the * Essay 
concerning Human Understand. 


= 99 } ! . © | t 
ns, was also the aulhbor oi 





















































ART. I. Sermons om various Subjects, by Gearge Valker, t 
late | rofessor of Theology, wm the New Colle 


>./ 3 


of the Pitlosophical and Latere 


Svo. Johnson. 


The first and second volumes of 
these Sermons Lave been, for years, 
betore the public; for they. mack 
thea appearance from the pres in 


REVIEW. 


Se 


“STILL PLEAS’D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLAME.” 


a 


tion of Protestant 


by George Walker. 


“ The Letters for ‘Toleration,” 
6 The Treatises on Government.” 
and ‘“** The Reasonableness of 
Christianity.” 

The tame and the neglect of 
Locke, may well justify the ex. 
clamation of the poct— 

« See nations slowly wise, and mean!y just, 
To buried merit, raise the tardy bust” 
The centennary of the revolution 
was celebrated, while its advo, 
cate had no public honours, 
though, it is worthy of remark, 
that, just at the same period, was 
restored on the Royal Exchange 
the statue of Charles I]. the per. 
secutor of Locke and the pen- 
sioner of France, but he was a 
crowned head, and as Shakespeare 
Says 

“There's such divinity doth hedge a 

king.” 

The public prints have an. 
nounced -a design at length to 
rescuc the national character from 
the reprosch+ of ingratitude to 
the memory of Locke—a design 
which I hope will be amply en- 
couraged, 

Your's 


SELECTOR. 


Porr. 


. R. ». 


ve, and President 


ry Soc fi, Alunchester. 4 vols. 







ne 
iZ90, wen the respectable au. 
thor was pastor of the conzrega- 
ejiers, atthe 


High-Pavem ut, in Notimgoas 























This being so long before we com- 
menced our carcer, as Reviewers, 
and the Discourses having been 
already appreciated, and received 
their meed of praise, those volumes 
do not come within our province, 
With pleasure, however, we ane 
nounce this new impression, as a 
favourable omen of the reception 
they have met with, and take in. 
to our hands the two additional 
volumes, which accompany them. 
The known abilities of the author, 
and the high estimation in which 
his name was held, will naturally 
raise the readea’s expectations > 
nor, we presume, will they be 
disappointed. ‘The worthy author, 
we have to lament, is now no 
more: but the Sermons before us, 
which, according to proposals pub- 
lished a yearand a half ago, were 
designed, and in a great measure 
prepared, forthe press by himself, 
will remain as memorials of his 
talents and spirit, and perpetuate 
his name with honour. 

The third volume, which con- 
tinues the series of numbers, from 
the second, contains seventeen dis- 
The subjects are: 1. 
The Requisites to Religious Un- 
derstanding, from Dan. xii. 10, 
preached at an Ordination. 2. 
OnSympathy, preachedas recoin- 
imendatory to the General Lospi- 
tal at Nottingham, from Johns}. 
25. 3. OnSincerity, John i. 47. 
4. Refiections on Human Life, 
considered asa Drama, 1 Cor. 
ui. 31. 5.On Death, asa change 
tothe virtuonsiand to the wicked®, 
6. On the iniprobability and ine 
efficacy of Repentance, when ha- 
hitually protracted. Isa. lv. 0. 
’. Christianity a perfect light. Eph. 


courses, 
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v. 8. 8. Names the food of parts 
in religion, and injurious to true 
christianity, 2 Cor.x.7. 9. On 
the Christian Armour. Eph. vi. 13, 
14, 15. 10. Rich towards God, 
and prepared for Death. Luke xii. 
20. 11. Christian Magnanimity, 
Ps, cxii. 6,7. 12. Self examina. 
tion, as preparatory to the cha. 
racter of Religion, 2 Cor, xi, 28, 
13. Onthe abuse of the Divine 
Forbearance. Eccles. vili. 11. 14. 
On Seli-deceit. Jer. xvii. 2. On 
some of these subjects, the author 
extends his discussions through 
two discourses, 

In the first discourse, delivered 
at an ordination, Mr. Walkei 
corrects the superstitious ideas of 
that service, which have been fre- 
quently attached to it, evenamong 
Protestant dissenters; while he 
aims to place itina point of view 
both rational and useful, 


“In this day of inquiry,’ says cur 
preacher, “ wherein all the institutior 
and usaces of our ancestors have very 
properly been subjected to a severe ex- 
amination, ordination has not been ecx- 
empted. Bigots have thought too much 
of it, and your oversrational men ap- 
pear to think too little of it. I will 
tell you therefore, in a few words, 
what in my soberest judgment it ought 
not to mean, and whar I think it does 
mean. It ought not to mean, that the 
officiating ministers have any of the 
apostolic powers committed to them. 
‘heir character and conduct, in the most 
favourable view, argue themselves to be 
only men, and the candidate will as 
suredly issue out of their hands a mere 
man, subject to the weakness and fail- 
ings of human nature; yet with a wise 
use of his talents and advantages, and 
with thiat assistance of his Maker, which 
we cannot calculate, and which it be- 
comes us not to doubt of, cepable of 
those improvements, and of those utilities 
which will do honour to himself, render 
him a blessing to those with whom he 


* Job. xv. 14.—N. B. Here is an error both in the contents and as the text 
wands at the head of the sermon, for in each place it is siated to be taken from 


- <¥ 
“¢ prophecy of [eremiah inst 


ad of the book of Job. 
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shall be connected, and be highly ac- 
ceptable to his God. On the other hand 
it does mean, that in the face of the 
Christian world, and in the presence of 
that great being from whom Christi- 
anity procecded, you eleet the minister 
who is prevented to us as your future 
teacher, monitor and guide, to conduct 
your public worship, to assist you in 
the walk of Christian verity and duty, 
to counteract the vitiating influence of 
the world, to rescue you from its little - 
nesses, debasements and corruptions, 
and niinister to the great object of all 
your Christian warfare, your final ac- 
ceptance with God, and admission to 
the bles-cdness of heaven. It means 
that the officiating ministers know the 
cbject of your choice enomgh to justify 
their concurrent approbation; that they 
helieve him to be asvested by God with 
ibilities fitted for the office te which he 
devotes himse!f; that his education has 
heen direeted to the improvement of 
these abilitica; that there are no ill- 
omenca appearanc es of a light, a world- 
ly or a vicious mind; and that if these 
advantages and these promises be se- 
conded by future diligence and honesty, 
he will not, he cannot defeat the ex- 
yectations which you entectain of him. 
a fine, it imports a meral contract be- 
tween you and him; that he shall teach, 
and that you wiil receive his teaching 
with attention, with a disposition to be 
instructed, but with a reserve of your 
own judgment; that he shall admonish, 
reprove, correct, and that you will sub- 
mut yourselves to his admonitions and 
reproof, nor suffer any pride or petu- 
lance, or haser interests to resist the 
good tendency of his virtuous admoni- 
tioms; that he shall lead and guide; 
and imasmvwch as he is vindicated by the 
truth of human nature and the truth of 
Giod, that you will honestly, humbly 
od allecuuonately present yourselves to 
his guidance 
“In this view ordination is a highly 
ccommmg usage. Public religion re- 
quires the notoriety and solemnity of 
punjic acts; Ww hile a more important act 
of public religion cannot be, than that 
eipaycnicnt, which is to minister to 
our character as good men, to 
our happitess as expectants of a glo- 
r. Wt guards against the 
improper | into the 
thee being seduced to 
Wi-e, experienced and 
Wiel trot wita 


.A 
and 


tile 
racy 
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their approbation. If I did not view 
ordination in this respectable and ys. 
ful light, | would bear no part in this 
office; for with the higher view of ac. 
ing my part before God, 1 hope that { 
am above all temptation of acting an. 
other Cp epaat men; and in this] trust, 
I speak for my brethren also.” Pp. 2, 3, 
4, 5- 

From the sermon on Sincerity, 
we ure tempted to quote the fol. 
lowing passage on the importance 
of inward serenity and self-appro. 
bation. 

“A man's heart is his home, his per- 
ae home, to which from all the bust- 
ings of the world, its fatiguing cares, 
and flattering promises, he must every 
day retire ; and if he find not in his vi- 
sits to this home a kind, a cheerful! and 
a gracious receptign, not one of his flat- 
tering attainments and tumultuous joys 
will afford him a consolation for the 
peace which he has lost, for the dissatis- 
factions and upbraidings of his own 
mind. If therefore in his daily visits to 
this home, and as interested only in his 
present life, and while the promise of 
life is yet young, he find from this un- 
open reception the bitter which turns 

is swect into gall, what must be his 
sensations, when in the rude shocks of 
this world of trial he must encounter 
those disappointments, which annihilate 
the world to him, the wreck of fortune, 
the death of children, the attack of ex- 
cruciating pain, or the tedium of i 
disease; but more still, what indec 
must be his sensations, when death 
summons him before that being, in 
whom he has not cultivated the hase, 
that is the balm to every care, the me- 
dicine to every gricf, and the only cor- 
dial in that hour of serious appreheu- 
sion.’ Pp. of, 97; 

Ju the sermon entithed “ Chris- 
tiaoity a periict light,’? are the 
following sentiments. 

“Ie isnotthe least advantage of the 
ministerial profession, that it leads us 
to a conversation with the best book 
that ever was put into the hands of 
man, perhaps to a more attentive and 
famaliar conversation with it, than ina 
difierent profession we might have 
known. It may be owing to this, that 
whatever our conduct be, we have 
hicher ideas of the duty of a Christian, 
than others appear to he possessed of ; 
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chat we consider it as the intention of the 
gotpel not only to instruet us in what is 
right and in what is wrong, but to se- 
arate us from the world by a glorious 
Fistinction of character ; and raise in us 
an ardour in the pursuit of holiness, 
which knows no bounds, whic!) adinits 
of no mediocrity, which aspires to be 
holy as God is good, and to he its 
fitness for the high rewards oi heaven, 
by reaching in this state of trial at the 
best and most exalted character of the 
heavenly inhabitants. ‘This at least is 
certain, that those are ignorant of the 
spirit of the gospel, wid Bove ot these 
sentiments. Pp. 187, 188. 

“ Herein lies the superior excellency 
of the institution of the gospel, that 
embracing every honourable argument 
of mere human wisdom, it urges others, 
which apply to cvcry man’s feeling, 
which speak with equal force to the 
learned and unlearned, which inspire 
the soul with a daring and a fortitude 
such as it can derive frorh no considera- 
tions which it finds within itself alone, 
and which termivate with the grave. 
it speaks not only of what reason and 
the voice within command, but what 
God expressly wills, what has all his 
authority, and is rendered sacred and 
necessary by the holiness of his nature. 
{t summons ts to duty from considera- 
tions of dutifulness to a Sovereiyn, of 
gratitude to a Benefactor, und of the 
highest ssible interest to ourselves 
It unites in one unbroken view here and 
hereafter, time and eternity; assuring 
us from him who hath both worlds at his 
disposal, that godliness hath ret only 
the promise of the life that now is and 
will soon be past, but of that also which 
is tocome and will never know an end. 
Pp. 199, 200. 

“'Thete ought to be a grace, a dig- 
®ity and richness about the character of 
a Christian; the name ought to suppose 
whatever in the way of virtue and holi- 
ness is within the reach of man. But we 
Wear our Christianity as an easy gar- 
ment, which in every hour of indul- 
gence may be laid aside; we expect the 
fulfilment of the divine promises, as if 
God were to intrude himself into a low- 
born, groveling, vicious soul; and we 
were to be fitted for heavens only in that 
moment when we hope to enter it.” 
Pp. 209, 210. 

In the sermon on Pariy Natnes, 
o0r wulbor observes, 


1 
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‘* Inestimable are the advantages of 
the gospel; and he who feels not the 
conviction of this upon his ‘mind, has 
but to carry himself back in imagina- 
tion to the age of thick darkness and of 
gross corruption, which preceded the 
ministry of Christ, or to transplant 
him¢elf to those regions, wherein at this 
day, the human Savehins is no ways 
raised by the views of a sublime, ra- 
tional and moral religion.” P. 230. 

‘The tests of a religious cha 
racter, which our preacher lays 
down in the Sermon on Self. fs- 
amination, are 

“1, Whether the love or hatred of sin 
be more prevaicnt in you? Religion in 
her whole service invites the saint aud 
the sinner; to the one she is the food 
and entertainment of his soul, to the 
other, the ministering angel that may 
purify his soul: but she asks of both « 
virtuous inclination in every approach 
to her; and in the last instance, that 
she has ministered to holines-, to pro- 
gre.sive and increasing holiness in both.” 

“2. Let us examine ourselves how we 
stand affected to good men.—To lov 
goodness, and not to love a good max 
wherever he be found, is a contradic. 
tion which, I think neither the charity 
of manor of God will reconcile —Are 
uprightness and piety im any one of the 
fellow-cereatures around you, the great 
attractive, the strong foundation, the 
generous bond of your affection to and 
complacence in him? This is a more 
interesting test of our inward and entire 
love of goodness, of a roul that is al- 
together Christian, than we perhaps are 
apt to think of; and by which, sf we 
would please, a little oftener, and more 
scriously to try ourselves, we should 
bettcr know ourselves and the truth of 
our own character, than in our present 
way of delusion I fear we many of usdo "’ 

3. “Let us inquire how we stand 
affected to another world.” 

In the discourse on the Divine 
Forbearance, Mr. Walker says, 

“I have observed in all minds of a low 
form, and who aspire not to an clevated 
morality, a prurient inclination to debase 
themselves, and trample on human na- 
ture, as incapable of one offering that 
can be acceptable to the majesty of 
heaven.” P. 346. 

‘« By Self-deceit,” in the digcourscs 
on that subject, curauthor says, “ | 
understand, cver \&!> inwhich we are 
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led to impose upon ourselves, to con- 
ceal or mis-apprehend the truth, to pre- 
vent the application of those moral 
principles which conscience and the 
voice of God have revealed to us, and 
provided as our director and guard.” 
t is traced to its first origin in educa- 
tion; in those wrong impressions to 
which even the best conducted educa- 
tion is subject, and which are the lux- 
uriant growth of a bad one. “ The 
forming the minds ef youth,” remarks 
Mr. W. “ depends not only on those to 
whom their education is specially in- 
trusted, but every one around them is a 
preceptor in a greater or less degree, 
aud from every source they are drinking 
in impressions, and likings, and aver- 
sions, and habits.” 

lis nervous and spirited cen- 
sures on the influence of fashion 
deserve an aitention which it is 
io be fearcd that they will not 
mect with from those whom they 
most concern. Referring to the 
state of society, in it, he says, 

“The monster fashion rears its head, 
the most complete destroyer of the 
whole work of God in the miud of 
man that ever was invented by wit or 
wickedness. Having quitted the nurse, 
the very outset in life I$ aN initiation to 
the will and Jaw of fashion. As they 
ulvance in years this sovereign regard 
to fashion prescribes their whole line of 
conduct. Propricty, decorum, morality, 
and even revelation, are, step by step, 
habituated to give way to her caprici- 
ous and inimoral commands.—The in- 
tercourses of friendship and domestic 
are vulgar; and it is more 
polite to measure society by the number 
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Sacred Truths addresse 
siding in the British Empire, containing Strictires 


of their guests, whom they hardly know, 
or whom they may despise and hate, 
than by any one quality which God de 
signed to constitute the blessed inter. 
course between man and man.—The 
Christianity also must be of the fashion. 
able mode; and without one honest 
conviction at heart, they will desert the 
faith of their fathers, because it is nog 
the faith of the polite and fashiomable 
world.” Among other causes of self. 
deception, which our author enumerates, 
one is, “‘ men’s contrasting their faults 
with crimes of a darker hue in others, 
or in fine, with any crimes to which 
they are not themselves addicted: by 
which means they are soothed in the 
indulgence of very criminal passions, 
and have their consciences reconciled 
to a course of life, which in its general 
character cannot be reconciled with 
virtue. ‘Lhe flattery of a dressed exterior 
in religion is considered as another 
powerful auxiliary in the work of self- 
deception. A third cause is stated to 
be **a presumptuous or mistaken no- 
tion of the last judgment, and of the 
distribution of the actors of this world 
in that great day; a general notien, 
which is found to have pervaded Chris- 
tendom, that there will be but two preat 
classes of mankind at the last day, and 
that, without regard to the infinite divere 
sity of character, which must be found 
in each, the one will without exception 
be received, the other without excep- 
tion be rejected.” 

But we must stop. This art. 
cle has alrea y o¢ cupied toa 
much room. ‘The Review.of the 
next volume must be-reserved for 
a future number. if 


, 


d to the Children of TIsracl, re- 
u n tie Book, 


‘ nititled the > A ew Senhed) in,’ and Obs: PVAEIVUS GA SORE uv ine 
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Proceedings of the Grand 
2mo. pp. SI. Qs. Od. 


‘ 


Books of divinity come so rarely 
from the Jk ws, that when we meet 
with one we cannot he ip viewing 
t with attention. Mr. Coben, 
the author of this lithe work, is 
ef the house of ‘Israel, and his 
object isto shew, that the Jews can 
gain nothing by alt 


Sanhedrim at l’aris. dv L. 
excte 


Cohen. 


Te 


sent l eli f, to | rove the local Ce 
storation to the tand of promi Us 
and to demonstrate clearly, {ual 


Buonaparte is not the man, ue 


—_ } ‘is W 
walicial tae : ‘ iii? Nf v 


Sandhedrin’” (see M. R 
Vol. }! 50.) endet urs fo set 


promised Niessiah. — principles 
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an 
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peice genera 


wide. As far as the letter of the 
Mosaic law avails, and it is dan. 
gerous to depend upon any thimy 
etse, Mr. C. is suceessiul. ‘The 
figurative interpretation of the 
whole ef the Old ‘Testament 
woulkkreduce it to a mere. book 
of poetry. 

The Jews inv this conniry, we 
learn from: the work. before us, 
look witheno favourable eye upon 
the Grand Sanhedrim. = They 
complain especially of the new 
law of inier-marviages, which Uiey 
consider as overturmng theiy re- 
ligion, ‘Lhe a@itempt too prove 
Duonaparte to be the Alessiah,. 


must, says our author, *S imake 


the Emperor himse if smile, when 
he recollectS the stumbling block 
to his divine muissiond which he 
expericnced at Acre, in his attacl 
on Palestine, tu recover the ps - 
mised land.’? 

“ Now therefore (Mr. C. concludes,) 
if the Sanhedrim have done truly and 
sincerely in that which they have under- 
taken for the house of Isracl, then let 
them rejoice in Buonaparte, and let 
Huonaparte rejoice in them; or else let 
tire come out from Buonaparte and de- 
sroy the Sanhedrim. Judges 9.” p. 36. 

‘The author alludes to the at- 
tenypts of the Missionary Society 
to entice his brethren from = their 
religion, and says that they have 
vetgl | only two or thre e mdi. 
siduals, who have been * well 
paid?” tor their converston, With- 


draw, he says, all worldly bene. 


sy and the sincerity of these 
changchags will soon be discc- 
Vored, 


In common with all Jews, this 
vritet crroneously considers the 
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truth of Chrisiianity as synonie 
mous with the: Atriudity Uf Jesaé, 
of. Nazarcth. He > shews. that 
Jesus cdimot be received as God yin 
consistency with the law of Moses; 
nor indeed, he adds, as a prophet, 
lor the Cherisuan faith. dispenses 
with the eternal.* witnesses of the 
covenant, ;cireumcision and ‘sab. 
bath.” Buriat behboevessthe Jews: 
to reflect that the New ‘Lestas 
ment, whrehas’ the anly, tule of 
Christiam . belief aiid pracuce, 
tcaches neo othor god than, the Gad 
ol Abraham, sane sands Jagabs 
amd enjoins nothing inconsistent 
with the retaining their 
pecubarines and observing thon 
ritual to the cud oof time. err 
this subject they would do well to 


comult Dr. Priestley s Letters te 


J CALS 


their nation. 

Mir. Cohen states in a‘ past- 
script,”? that the arts and sciences 

sufficiently encouraged 
the Jows, He himself, 
at a great expense, and with 
much labour; began to construct 
a machine for facilitating mow. 
iny and reaping; but failing in 
his cypeetations of support from 


are hot 
amone 


"2 the ‘ putent ab iis people,” he, 
was oblig 
dsliogeiher. Le acknowledges how- 
evr, ‘the noble offer of his 
Grace the Duke of Hedtondy’” 
hin Outain ** the whole 


d to drop the scheme 


of bear 
expense.” tle recommends the 
Institution Of a Jewish socigty for 
the cnucourugeinent ob arts and 
sciences, “a measure which would 
(we admit.) vedound’ to the hes 
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nour ol tliat sation,’ 
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Ant. II]. Trihemeron Sacrum, or an abridged Preparation for 
receiving the Lord’s Supper, with Forms of Service, and Rules 
of Abstinence to commence on Friday Noon, in the preceding week. 


24ino. pp. 46. Rivingtons. 

It is curious to observe, how 
nearly our highechurch divines 
approach to Poypish principles, 
while at the same time they plead 
for the oppression of honest Pa. 
pists. ‘They are tender to their 
‘© Roman Catholic brethren,” 
as they are called in the Tract 
b fore us, every where but at 
home. 

This little manual is designed 
to revive the werst part of popery 
—its superstition; with regard to 
which, chiefly, the reformed reli- 
gion is a blessing: for in point of 
metaphysical absurdity and un- 
scriptural belief, the Protestants 
are not much behind the Papists. 
The author states that —— the 
Lord's supper is essentially neces. 
sary to salvation; regrets that— 
our reformers “in their zeal for 
alteration,’? abolished the days 
of weekly fasting or abstinence ; 
hopes that———* a revision of the 
liturgy, under the proper autho- 
rities will take place,” with a view 
to re-establish some ecclesiastical 
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rules annulled at the reformation; 
and calls upon the /egislature 
(such calls are, we observe, be. 
coming common,) to interfere and 
“attach DISABILITIES and PINES 
to the neglect of the sacrament,” 

This recommendation to parli. 
ament—worthy of a monk of 
the darkest age—may excite the 
nonconforming reader’s abhor. 
rence; but the following direc- 
tions will, it is probable, recal 
his good humour. 

“ It is recommended to the person whe 
proposes receiving the sacrament, 0 be 
gin bis abstinence on the Friday at twelve 
o'clock, or at farthest at three o'clock. The 

uantity of food necessary for sustaining 
the body must be discreti » as Cite 
cumstances respecting health and strength 
of constitution shall direct; with this 
observation, that fib, which in its ute 
most latitude, is the permitted article 
Roman Catholics, affords were it abounds, 


the mest nutritious as wel! as luxuries 


feod. This abstinence sltould have te- 


ference to what we driak as well as to 
what we eat; all strong liquers are to be 
carefully avoided, and it might be well 
to abstain from the use of butter, with our 
morning or evening tea.” Vref. p. 9. 


The Claims of the Establishment, a Sermon, preached 


August 30, 1807, at Croydon in Surry, by John Ireland, D. D. 
Prebendary of Westminster, and Vicar of Croydon. 8vo. pp. 26. 


Hatchard, 1807. 


This isa feeble attempt to sup- 
port the base and wicked cry of 
** No Popery,” and to bend the 
arguments of Locke and Paley 


into subservience to the views of 


the present ministry. The ex- 
ceptions to toleration, unwisely 
admitted by these liberal writers, 
furnish our poliucal preacher 


against Papists, 
jure divino, and seems to consider 


lies, 


with a plausible argument against 
their gencral principles. 

Ile revives, though writing 
the argument 


this plea sufficient to silence both 


Calvinists (meaning we suppose 


Protestant Dissenters) and Catho- 
He asserts (and throughwut 


$ 











the whole of his discourse he 


mistakes assertion fur argument,) 
that the deprivation of civil rights 
is not persecution, and that tole. 
ration to be perfect must imply 
an exclusion from certain privi- 
leges. In concluding, the ‘* Vicar 
of Croydon,” puts it to ‘* the 
conscience” of the Catholic, whe. 
ther he ought not to submit to 
every hardship that the govern. 
ment of the country may in its 
wisdom impose upon him, in 
imitation of the primitive Chris. 
tians, who, for an example to after 
believers, bore quietly “ unprinci- 
pled persecution,” and ** sup. 
ported government, though mark. 
ed with the most bloody hostility 
to them!”” 
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Is this an insidious blow at our 
religious rulers’ cool and cruel 
irony? one would charitably hope 
so; for who would choose to tax 
a dignified clergyman of “ the best 
constituted church in the world,”” 
with impudence bordering on pro- 
fligacy, or folly approaching to 
idiocy? 

Dr. Ireland avows himself the 
author of the “ Letters of Fabius, 
addressed to Mr. Pitt, in the 
year 1808.” This was an unne-~ 
cessary display of frankness; the 
‘6 Letters’? we believe were never 
heard of beyond the bounds of 
the printing-office, and the name 
of their author is not likely, 
judging of bim from the specimen 
before us, to drag them from ob- 
livion, 


Arr. V. The Student and Pastor; or Directions how to attain 


to Eminence and Usefitiness in those respective characters. 


which are added A Letter to a 


To 
Friend, upon his Entrance on the 


Ministerial Office, and an Essay on Elocution and Pronunciation, 
by John Mason, M. A. New Fditions with additions, and an 
Essay on Catechising, by Joshua J'oulmin, D. D. 12mo. pp. 244. 


Symondg. 1807. 


Mr. Mason’s “ Student and 
Pastor,” is a well known and ge- 
nerally approved work. It abounds 
with good sense and rational 
piety. 

The “ Letter to a Friend” is of 
the same class, judicious and se- 
rious, 

In an “ Essay on Elocution,” 
more excellence is expected than 
in any other branch of writing. 
It is honourable to the reputation 
of Mr. Mason, that bis ‘l'ract on 
this subject has long received the 
stamp of public approbation. 
es the on of a few ey 

impressions. . 
Dodsley, publisher, eminent for genius 
and taste, adopted it and inserted it in 


the ‘ Preceptor.” It was ens 
published without the name of the 
author, and met in that state with con- 
siderable encoura t at one of our 

ublic Universities; but when Mr. 
Mason claimed it as his own, by prelize 
ing his name to the second edition, that 
learned body is said to have scouted it 
from their walls as the work of a Dis- 
senter.” Pref. pp. xi. xii. 

The present edition of these 
little works is rendered valuable 
by Dr. Toulmin’s Notes, which 
represent him to the reader in the 
light of a rational Christian and 


a faithful pastor. 

The ‘* Essay on Catechising,”’ 
is a very suitable appendix to the 
** Student and Pastor.” 
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(he auther of this work, Mr. 


\dam Clarke. ts already hrown 


' } 
mo tue pul hic, WHOL cisiecedv dhlrece 


‘ | by ¢ lal , nlical ligee 
Us Vg DV A Ul¥ Ir bapaalear clic 
’ 


onary, published in successive 


} ’ ' 
volumes, and lately Drought to a 
rr*y 


Cisne, ihe object of that work 


is to. furnish an account of the 
Chiet editions of the most valuable 
and curious bueks m various lane 
vuages, intermixed h shoit 
Critical observations and occasion- 
It displayed an 
evtcnsive acquaintance with sub. 


1 
iti a cdot s. 


ects of bibliography ; at the same 
linc, in some parts, owing pro. 
bably to want of leisure, a cire 
cumstance which may casily bx 
inferred trom the known engage. 
ments of the author, it was not 
executed with all that accuracy 
which is desirable in performances 
vt that nature. 

Fhe present is a work somewhat 
similar an design, and) requiring 
similar qualitications for its ex. 
ecution, It proposes to give wn 
account af ecclesiastical Writers, 
in Chronclovical succession, from 
the earliest period ull the mven- 
tion of | ruting, ¢ ntaining shi ri 
uccounts of the iv lieve s, ( dtalogue s 
of thei Willis, an lyses of some 
of then princapal works, ‘with 
hatices of the hrel and the best 
editions of each auther, and of 
the best translations which have 
#ppeared in the English language, 
Jie present volume extends to 
\. 2. S44: another it is SUPPOS» 

i omph ie the design, 
uricies which we have 


lv era d, appear to 


have boen executed with CONsi- 


derable accuracy. P. 59. The 
uccount of thre pretend d Aristeas, 
as is well hnown, is that sta pet. 
sons were deputed from each tribe 
for the translation of the Llebrew 
scriptures into Greek, in all se. 
Venly-iwo, whence the name @ 
the version. P. 50. The account 
given of Mangcy’s Philo, if meant 
to describe the exterior splendour 
of the edition, is true; if intend. 
ed to relate to the ciiical quali. 
fications of the editor, Is cone 
siderably over-rated ; learned men 
both ut home and abroad, have 
complained much of the faults of 
that edition. ‘The convement 
edition of Pfeiffer, might have 
been mentioned, P. 101, The 
memory of Napier, the inventor 
of logarithms, is somewhat insulted 
by the application of the valga 
proverb, ** Ne sutor ultra crepi- 
dam,” because he made a cone 
putation from the book of Revela- 
tion,e of the duration of the 
world, which time has disproved. 
The tate of other caleulators ol 
future events from the same data 
should have saved him from this 
reproach, P. 100, ‘Lhe edition 
of the apostolical fathers by Cote- 
lerius should have been mention. 
ed. P, 280, 281. The editions 
of different works of Eusebius by 
R. Siepheas, contain only the 
Greek. 

The subject on which Mr, 
Clarke enters most largely ite 
critical disquisition is that of the 
notorrous text, 1 Jobn, v. 7, which 
he honestly, though with some 
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‘veluctance, abandons to ifs me. 
‘vited fate. 


He however contends 
for a higher antiquity of the Dub- 
lin MS. (the only MS. contamng 
the -verse which bas even the 
slichtest title to notice,) than the 
opponents | of Its authority are 
willing to allow. In support of 
his opimion he furnishes a fac-si- 


‘mile of the spurious passage, and 


the two following verses, which 
be says, and we have no doubt 


«with truth, is executed with great- 


er accuracy than any preceding 
copy. Comparing this with the 
specimens of Greek ,palaeography 
in Montfaucon, be supposes the 
Modex Montfortit to be ot the 
thirteeath century. Qn the other 
hand, the best judges, and among 
them a critic who Is more conyver- 
sant with Greek MSS. than any 
other of the age, without hesitas 
tion say, that this Dublin copy, 
from its internal characters, Can- 
not possibly: be referred to a high- 
er period than the fifteenth, and 
was most probably written in the 
sixteenth century. “We are wholly 
disposed to abide by their decisi- 
on. ‘Phe opinion is perfectly une 
biassed, for the age of the Dublin 
MS. is a circumstance of no mo- 
ment - general controversy. 
If weit a thousand years ago, 
its Sesthsagh y would be of no more 
weight than if written yesterday, 
for the interpolation, whenever 
inserted, was inserted by transla- 
tion from the Vulgate, by some 
writer, who bétrays himself by 
his language not to have been a 
native Greek, and has in the pre- 
Ceding verse introduced a core 
ruption, the cause of which is 
obvious in the Latin copies, but 
which could not possibly have 
happened in the Greek. 
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Since therefore this passace, 
which we should be ashamed any 
longer to call the disputed text, 
is wunting in all the Greek MSS, 
(the exceptions which have been 


made, we scarcely need’ say, are 
unworthy of notice,) is unsup- 
ported through the whole of 


Greck antiquity, 1s found in no 
ancient version but the Latin, and 
is wanting in thany of the best 
copies even of that version, we 
are ata loss to conceive on what 
grounds Mr. Clarke can say in 
his Preface, “ | would not have 
my readers imagine, that the 
proofs against the authenticity of 
this passage are ee - 
to hc they ure itso; yet the ‘'v 
are sstrongly sreseeneale » We 
at least find it difficult to conceive 
of moral evidence approaching 
inore nearly to demonstration, 
We cannot avoid on this oc. 
casion expressing some surprise, 
that our ecclesiastical rulers sufler 
this text still to disgrace our bibles 
as printed by public authority, 
Let them seriously reflect on this 
sentence of Griesbach. “ Si tam 
pauci, dubii, suspecti, recentes 
testes, ct argumenta tam levia, 
sufficerent ad demonstrandam lec. 
tionis cujusdam: yvycioryra, licet 
obstent tam multa, tam@ue gravia 
et tesUimonia ct argumenta, nul. 
lum prossus superesset in re critica 
veri falsique criterium, et textus 
Novi T'estamenti universus plane 
incertus esset atque dubrus,”? We 
pertectly agree’ with this writer, 
that if by such evidence the 
genuineness of this text is not dis. 
proved, there exist no laws of 
evidence by which the truth of 
Christianity itself can be proved. 
We must return to mysticism, 
aud inward, unintelligible princi. 
ples ot faith. 
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We had imtended to say a few 
words on the testimony of Cypri- 
an, and the orthodox confession 
of faith otfered to Hunneric, on 
which Mr. Clarke is disposed to 
lay. some stress, but our limits 
will not permit, and the subject 
is scarcely worth the trouble of 
repeated investigation. 

Mr. Clarke's object in_ this 
work is laudable, and both his 
example and his advice we strong- 
ly recommend to the notice of his 
brethren. In his style there is 
sometimes a whimsical quamtness 
which we should wish to see cor- 
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of Mrs. M. A. Titford, 


rected. Jehovah Tsebaoth 15 rank. 
ed as the first of the Hebrew 
Classics, because the decalogue 
was written by the finger of God, 
“The bock of Psalms,” it is said, 
‘is one of the most sublime pro. 
ductions ever exhibited to the 
world.” ‘This is praise which 
will not be contested. It is added, 
‘and the most perfect poetic 
composition that perhaps the hu. 
man genius can ever attain to, 
even under a divine inspiration,” 
This, we conceive, is more than 
aither a critic or a diyine can 
have a right to say. D. 
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TR Y. 


—— 


On Mrs. Mary Ann Titford, who died just 
after Chuld-birth, March 3, 1808. 


Haxax the knell tolls, — portentous 
sounds I fear; 

Haply some friend, grim-visag’d death 
has torn 

From this fair earth, from cach connex- 
ion dear, 

And left surviving relatives to mourn. 


Too true my fears; the much-loved 
Mary's dead. 

Weep ev'ry eye, bemoan her fate forlorn, 

Frenzied with pain, her sainted spirit 
fled 

Soon as the unconscious innocent was 
born. 


Ah! haples babe! on thee no mother 
smiles, 

No kiss maternal on thy lips imprest, 

No soothing voice to soft repose beguiles, 

No food nutritious yiclds to thee her 


breast *. 

Warm with devotion, free from bigot 
spleen, 

Thy mother worshipp’d at religion's 
oiens 

To her, life's duties had no frowning 
mein, 

Nor fore’d her placid bosom to repine. 


* The infant is since dead, 


Deep in her breast tho’ sickness plung’d 
his dart, 

And pallid hues spread o’er her face 
benign, 

Tho’ torn with pain, her mild-unmur- 
muring heart 

Bow’'d to her fate, with fortitude divine. 


Sweet consolation! balm to sorrow deep! 

mises entomb'd was Virtue’s favourite 
child, 

Fond, virtuous husband cease, ah! cease 
to. weep, 

And yield thy soul to resignation mild. 


Snatch’d from terrestrial scenes of grief 
and care, 

From wasting sorrow and heart-tortur- 
ing pain, 

rn realms celestial and with angels 
air, 

She lives where peace and rapture ccase- 
less reign. 


Consoling thought! repress your mur- 
m'ring sighs, 

Bewailing parents, kindred, friends 
sincere | 

Has she not gain’d the bright, the im- 
mortal prize, 

Bliss ever blooming thro’ the Errrnat 
Year? 

Fort-street, Spitalfields. J. 5. . 
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MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS; 


OR, 
The Christian’s Survey of the Political World. 





Taz political events of the present 
day are fraught with wonder and asto- 
nishment.. The great designs of Pro- 
vidence are carrying forward, and in 
vain does the arm of fiesh attempt to 
resist them, But how would our fathers 
have been astonished at events, which 
have created with us no surprise, and 
by the majority of people have not been 
noticed. In one day, since our last, a 
newspaper announced the following 
events that had taken place the preced- 
ing day. High mass was performed in 
the chapel of the Portuguese ambassa- 
dor, the pope's nuncio sitting in a chair 
of state by the great altar, and a se- 
cretary of state, with several of the no- 
bility, assisting at this grand ceremony. 
A hundred years ago, nay thirty years 
ago, the presence of a pope's nuncio in 
England would have excited universal 
alarm, and a secretary of state in those 
days would not have had the courage tobe 
in company with him, much less to have 
been in the same el with him, whilst 
mass was saying. ‘This is a pleasing 

roof, that on of the religious into- 

rance, which has so disgraced the 
protestant world, and particularly the 
people of the united kingdom, is worn 
away. Happy should we be, if it 
were entirely removed; and that, upon 
the true Christian principle, that the re- 
ligion of Christ was established in our 
hearts, and that we disdained to ill treat 
our brethren, or to deprive them of 
any civil rights on account of their reli- 
§0Us persuasion. 

In the same paper that announced 
the solemn mass in the Portuguese cha 
pel before the pope’s nuncio and a se- 
cretary of state, we read another docu- 
ment relative to y, of greater 
importance, and whic ought to excite 
great rejoicing in the procestant world, 
An order has been issued by the French 
general for the cardinals to quit Rome, 
and the pretended holy father was ter- 
ribly alarmed on this occasion. He 
foresaw himself left destiture of all 
counsel and advice, and his infallibility 


it seems was not sufficient for the guid. 
ance of the community, still bendin 
beneath his spiritual yoke. He issue 
his mandate to his cardinals, not to quit 
Rome but by force, and even then not 
to move farther from Rome than they 
were compelled to do. The force we 
hope, has been exerted; and we shall 
fecl none of those compunctions which 
false compassion endeavours to excite. 
That dominion, raised by tyranny and 
fraud, must be subdued: and, if it 
should end in the holy father being se- 
parated from all his counsellors, and 
rendered utterly incapable of executin 
another act of his pretended spiritu 
authority, we shall adore that Provi- 
dence which has permitted us to see 
the end of the vilest tyranny that was 
ever imposed upon mankind. 

W ho could have imagined, thirty years 
ago, that this seat of fraud chould be 
in such a condition ? That the successor 
of those wicked men, who trampled 
upon the necks of kings and peoples 
should in so short a time be reduced to 
such an abject state of dependance? 
God grant that his tyranny may not 
again revive! that his pretences at in- 
fallibility may hecome the Jaughing 
stock of all mankind! that his residence 
may be purged entirely of the unclean 
beasts that inhabit it! and chat the inha- 
bitants of the world, freed from his delu- 
sions, may look to Christaud to the words 
of scripture, and not to any pretended 
vicar of our lord and master. 

Yet, in wishing the downfal of papal 
tyranny and papal superstition, we wou 
be far from injuring our catholic bre- 
thren in their mode of worship, which 
is perfectly independent of the pope or 
his miserable conclave: we read with 
pleasure the protest of several pecrs on 
the catholic question, in the same p . 
and this third singularity i. a prool te 
us, that papal superstition soon must 
fall. Protestants have been very guiley 
ia their mode of attacking it. [hey 
have used force instead of argumeut, 
They have Jost sight of the spirit of the 
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sus the other day, “and é sf ce 


vben it isread.” “ Then you arenot a 
2 mber of tie church of Ery +, cr, 
if you wish to side wuh it in preference 
to other sects, you ought to de for to- 
lerarion, bots you WIM to cration Four- 


aif.’ In the discussion prop . 
Mr. Wyvill, we wish that a caurche 


should be examined. Dissenters’ meet- 
ines, as well as established Cuurches, 


at ae 


require to be taught the frst rudunents 
ef Christianity, Love one nother. 
"The intolerant crucify Christ, and what- 
ever may be the effect of he discu-sion 
or of future petitions, the true Christian 
can canader the necessity of them, only 
as sorrowful instances of the little pro- 
gress that Christianity has mace « 
u» He who studics the scsiptures ! 
himself, lobks for the day, when the 
kingdoms of th- rid shall become th 
kin-dams of the hae and his Christ, 
instead of attempting to set up an au 
rity paramount to that of our Sa- 


o 


The sentence of Vir. Stone has excited 
en.ation ! the reficcting 

c oft C r ty i ots and 
the woridly-rmi la utra2 ty 


men, without ent > 1Ucs- 
tion on his opimior r the anner 
in which he has been treated, rrcat 
teal aca > . y 

b rane disgu [hey say, t 
revival of an obsojcte sta » wit t 
‘hh ~ > * > 

the proo. « mc singic | be Oye 


condemned in the manner that Nir. Stone 
has been, is not only a thing unheard 
of for many years in our country, but 
would more become an advocate 
torture, than the mildness of che church 
of England. ‘Ihey say too, that the 
statute of Queen Elizabeth, was never 
meant to be enforced in the manner in 
which it has been i this favec, to 
the total exclusion of the scriptures : 
fo me that in the discussionsgof her days, 
r divines referred to the «criptures, 
and Mr. Stone would have been ad- 
judged to act against the scriptures, 2” j 
to reason falsely, betore they would 
have thought of condemsung hin. They 
cannot sce in the act of pasliamet nt, 
the least intimation of as piriuual court, 
framed of cividans: only one court 1s 
iced mentioned, the high commus- 
om court, but that consisted partly 
f divines and partly of eminent states- 
na not of technical lawyers. ‘Tiey 
mguire what isto be ihe state of «ler 
QL. Att : 





S41 
. 
gyoren, if the mew rule were to be acted 
up to, and von ewery supposed devia 
n im a sertcon from the articles, the 
shop, instead of exercising his pastor 


"- 
. 


: 


¢ and paternal authority, im question- 
ing his brother, should immediately 


vent hm into a criminal covrt. 
ihey say too, and in this the true 
Chastian must perfectly agree with 
them, that the whole proceeding is con- 
trary to the discipline, laid down by 
St. Pau!; but thar argument was never 
discussed in Doctors’ Commons. Mr. 
Stone's case ts before another civil doc- 
tor, and we foresee that the matter will 
net ca ily end. The great question ie, 
whether Mr. Stone is not the trucet 
he calls himself, to the church 
‘ and: tor euher ke is right or 
he ts wrong in his opinions. If he i 
right in his opinions, he has properly, 
and like a true son of the church, called 
upon it to revoke its errors. If he 
¢ has certainly acted in obed:- 
ence to his vow at ordination: and it 
becomes a church to treat an aged pres. 
byter, upwards of seventy 
with some respect at —_ and te shew 
in what manner the stucy of fifty years 
has been niis-applied. 

In the foreign poixical world, Spain 
is the great object of attention, and 
hopes are entertained in this country, 
dik iMoUrrection rages In Various pio 
viness. ‘Lhe Spaniards are placed m a 


years of ag e 


very strange situation Deprived of 
bota their kings, with a foreign army 
an ¢t hea OF ti 2try how ar 
they to act? All the boi f union ar 
broken, and for w! they to firhe? 
Dacy are ts bywit flor ¢t country, if is 
said, ama drive tthe French, and ¢ 
settic t! crument as they picas« 
But 1s ef any reasou tu expect a dei- 
t v ¢] C rd, t framed 
by Spantul ather than Frenchmen 


The men ued to the management of 
their affairs, are chiefly chanchmen. 
and no plospect appears as yet of en- 
larzement of mind im any of their pro- 
cecdings [his umpo: ible tha. the grcae 
mas of the people should be wore off 
under the government of the French, 
than under ‘their late princes and clergy. 
Their ancient spitit has been broken, 
and we expect them to act with 
that ancient spirit. Uf that spirit 
hould revive, not only the French 
would suffer, but all the Supporters of 
the former tyranny, amd Spain woud 
exhibit » enes sutular te chose is the re- 
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Mrs. Sarah Croke. 


volution of France. Litt'e indeed do 
we know of the internal state of Spain 
One thing however is certain, that 
Cadiz would not admit our troops withia 
its walls, no: suffer us ta have posses- 
s.on of it fleet Lhe French sovereign 
has laid his pan too wrely, to fear 
much jom our interference, and it is 
probable, that every thing will be set- 
ted at Pavonre; the Cortez will be 
tenewed; the Inquisition destroyed; and 
the whole received with general satis- 
faction m Spain. S one province 
may perhaps maRea few strugyles, and 

ted by Eng'and be depopulated 
i] >} a ndée 


In + j oo. - . ‘aden } 
! we ¢ Fr sopes ars 1G CO De 
en tal if Ru unis 

' | 
du } . ind the 
tr av t ¥ ance Sweden 

, Y 

; Veu t 

, a 


t at Alresford, Hants, Thursday 
peal i or Ma a V ARAH 
COOKE, + of i j ws Cooke, 

the 24th vear of r ay IX Gay 
previous to her dissolurion, she was de- 
| or t 6, i . ! ‘ 
bor d ti ex sl nly a 
v hour On that day ' KI Ye- 
- fin 6 reth with thove 
et i rée malaren ‘] ew 
. f ven months | } . 
' the-church yard put in 
@ tf oths \ r yed to 
Newport, in the file « UW when 
{ r Wtcries f th I VA 
7 i Li‘ Keg ) m 
cm } rd of ! I we 
t 1 >» th . vi mh oind 
delivered at the General Baptist place of 
0 ip, an appropriate , al tne 
Aiscourse om 1 Epistle of Paui to ti 
(a thians, chap sv. v. ee ; 
¢ is thy atime? The by we 
ww in a -oft and patheris a 
was also P esd wi 
ce mnie by ti iv rae the OFC « 
the service I Not < rd t< 
with an interesting solemnity, and lef 
a lasting mpre-sion on the hear The 
oralst and divine have «ver 7 $ dered 
t "vane *c ol lfe, 2 fruitful 


Sir john Carter, Kut 


act is, it seems, not settled stnothes 
month -will afford more accurate ac. 
counts. 

Austria is reported to be in ret agi. 
tation. Troop: are raised wth great 
alacrity, and it was rumoured, that 
they wee desti ed to act against the 
great sovereign of Europe. Vain hopes! 
Upon what foundation can they have 
been erected ? His tnfluence is too firm. 
ly fxed. He is stili at Bayonne, direct. 
ing at his case the councils of Europe, 
and when he has settled Spain, to what 
point he wall direct his attention, the 
cabinets of Europe wait submissively 
fr his resolves. Having freed Spain 
from its horrid Inquisition, its priests, 
and its monks, he may probably lower 
the crescent of Mahomet, and rescue 
the Greek church from thi tyranny of 
its masters, andits own vile supersti- 


ir 
‘ . 


t of refiection, and on the prese 

distressing occasion there is abundant 
What is your 
life—is it not a vapour that appeareth for a 


Died at Portsmouth in his 67th year, 
IOuMN 4 RrEP Knt. a cha- 

rac ronelr and no deservedly 
t spe ed an ugh > the 
unty, whether idered in a publie 
ar pris ite capacity. lis parents were 
both Dissenters, and be ging to that 
nom ition lesirnated by the term, 


rational dissenters. His father was ? 
merchant of ~siderable eminence and 


vincible interrity, in this town. 

from him he inherited a strong and un- 

ittichmuent to those political 

; hi h seated the house of 

Hanover on the throne of Enghnd, 
* : | 


trhe 7, pivarer do a ionally to com- 
ply with thae diegraccfu! statute which 
appome a necessary qualification for 
pits duties of a magistrate, 
recaving tie Lord's supper agreca- 
bly to the forms of the established 
church, he remained firm to the princi- 
ples of dissent from thé doctrines and 


| : 
WOrsdip o. tr cmurca. 
3 











Ointuarr . 


Sir Fibn Carter, Kut 


He wat born on the 16th December 
r44r, and in September 1763, was clect- 
ed an alderman of this borough. About 
the year 1768 or 9, he began to actas a 
magistrate; and never was there one 
who attended to the duties of that im- 

ottan: office, with more assiduity, im- 

artiality, and zeal for the interests and 
Ramet of his country, for the accommio- 
dation and comfort of his neighbours, or 
the prompt and mild admini-tration of 
jastice to all. 

At Michaelmas, 1769, he was first 
chosen mayor of this borough. In the 
summer of 1773, during his second 
mayoralty, the king madehis first visit 
to Portsmouth, where he was reccived 
with much greater marks of affection 
and loyalty, than he had been given to 
expect. Desirous to make some return 
to his good people of Portsmouth for 
their attentions to him, he wished to 
confer the honous of knighthood on 
their mayor; a tit’e, at that time, held 
in higher estimation than, from its re- 
peated prostitution, itnow is, Of this 
honour, Mr. Carter was not in the least 
ambitious; and, indeed, so averse from 
at were both he and Mrs. Carter, that he 
declined it. He was informed that 
Majesty considered this refusal pro- 
ceeding from a disregard in the Carter 
family to the royal favour; this con- 
Aderation, and the earnest persua-ion of 
his friettds, induced him to yield a re- 
lutane compliance was accordingly 
knighted onthe 23d of June 1773. In 
the summer of 1782, his father re- 
tired from Portsrsouth into Sussex, 
and left the direction of the Carer 
infltence * in the corporation 
his oldest son. This itfluence h 
variably used with the greate.t possi- 
ble disinterestedness, with the nicest 
sense of honour, with the purest princi- 


‘ 


. 
LO this, 
ili- 


ples of indepefidence, and with the most 
Serupulous integrity. Who!)y unambiti- 
ous, he sought neither to promote ‘his 
Own interests, nor the argrar nent 


of any part of his fai 


Whom nor himself Wy the evcr ask a 
favour. The laterests and wel! ot 
thers were uaiforianty che ob << hiis 


pursuit, 


* The writer of this article purf 
Coptest between the Carter inte: 
of the Admiralty, fi 
any new pont of view. 


r this influes 


In the year 1784, he was appointed 
Sheriff of the coun:y ; which honourable 
office he filed to the entire satisfaction 
of al] parties, with and dignity to himee!f. 

In the years 1732, 6, and 9, he was 
severally clected to the office of chief 
magistrate in this town; and again in 
1793: it was during this, his 6th mayor- 
alty, that the king, in the summer of 
1794, made his third and last visit to 
this port. His miajesty’s person on this 
as on his former visits, wae immediately 
attended hy the peace-cflicers of the 
corporation ; and what few of the mili- 
tary accompanied him in his walks, al- 
wavs followed the civil] power. 

During the motiny at Spithead, in 
the spring of 1797, Sir John Carter 
rendered a very essential service to the 
t@wn and country Ly his mild, conei- 
liating, and patient conduct. The 
ors having lost three of their « omrade:, 
in conseauence of the resietance made to 
their ge it g on board the London, then 
bearing the flag of AdmiraiColpoys, wish- 
ed to bury them in Kingston church-yard, 
and to carry them in procession through 
the town of Portsmouth. ‘This request 
Was most positively refused chem by the 
yovernor. ‘They then applied to Sir 
John Curter, to.grant their request, who 
cudeavoured to convince the governor of 
the prop iety and necessity of complying 
with it, Gec'uring that he would be an- 
swerabie fur the peace of the town and 
the orderly condu:t of the sailors. The 
povernol ‘would not be prevailed on, 
rod for resistance, and ré- 
on toth sides, would, most 
probably, Lave been resorted to, had 
not the calmness, the perseverance, and 
furbearan.¢ of Sir john Carter at Tength 
compromised the affair, by obtaining 
permission for the sailor, to pas through 
the warri f Por emouth in procession, 
but the bedies to be landed at the Com- 
mon Hard, in Portsea, where the pro- 
ces ion wasto join them, For suliciting 
nd obgaming this indulgence to the sail- 


edit 
wai 


and prey 


i 
Sistanicc, 


one 


ors, he was stigmatized asa “ jacobin,” 
and leaded with many opprobrios epi- 
thets by persons whosg high stations, at 
should have taurht them betier, 


and which he, though ‘possessing the 


y avoids entering into the long and severe 
ith 
not placing the character of Sir John Carter 


late Lord Sandwich, they fir-t Jord 
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Sir John Carter, Kut. 


very milk of human kindness,” was 
underthe necessity of resenting, by de- 
‘lining a!! farther intercourse w ith them. 
So great was Sir John Carter’s influence 
over the sailors, that they most scrupu- 
lously adhered to the terms he prescribed 
to them, in their procession to the grave 
Two of their comrades having become 
“a little groggy,” after they came on 
shore, they carefully locked them up in 
a room by themselves, lest they should 
be disposed to beconie quarrelsome or be 
unable to conduct themselves with pro- 
‘ety, It was a most interesting spec- 
eacle. Sir J hn accompanied them 
himself through the garrison, to prevent 
anv insult being ofercd to them: at the 
Common Hard, he was joined by Mr. 
Godwin, the friend and associate of his 
} 


youth, anda very worthy magistratapl 


| 


this borough ; they atrended the proces- 
sion til! it pas ed the fortifications at Port- 
sca; every thing was conducted with the 
greatest decorum: when the sailors re- 


turned and were sent off to their re- 
spective ships, two er three of the ma- 
maging delegates came to Sir John, to 
inform him that the men were a'! gone 


> 


on board, and to thank him for bis 
“great goodicss” to them. Sir J: bn 
seized the oppo tunity of inquiring after 
their admiral, as these delegates | clonved 
to the London: “do you know him 


/ 


your honour?” Yes, [have a great re- 
spect forhim, ard I hope you wil! nat 


-r 


do him any harm: © no, by G—d, your 


hovour, he shal! not be hurt.” Iew 


at that time, umagined Admiral Col- 


! 


ere j P ree > i... wad * 
poys w wid be hung at the yard arm, 


end Le had prepared for this event 


arranging his affairs and making his will: 


in thes will he had ft the w dows 
the twom who were so unfertunat by 
killed, an annujty of 201. each The 
vext morning, however, the admiral 
vas Privete’y, uoexpectedly, and sife!s 
hrougliton shore, tucugh pursued by a 
Koat t 2 &.3 ATars, ; soot as the: 
eyspected Wiat was trar SACCIII EY 5 the d . 
legates bouche him to Six John Carter 
and deliyered him to hi care; th r 
desired are cipt for him, asa prect to 
their comrades of their having caf} 
Aclivered bom into the haods of +} 
ow Dhe admurc!, on & ai 
warunt at Court, a terwards acknow 
’ deed toth . mae fhe aawe,? 1 Ms 
a : ‘ y A. 8 OW Hes ifx 
© oF [Ow Caiter, end assured 4b: 
i - . Ben S ” 79 Were Tisoe- 


terpreted and his conduct misrepresent. 
ed, and that he had not a more faithfy 
and worthy subject in his dominions, 
The honourable influence which the 
suavity of his manners, his gentle una. 
suming demeanour, his kind unostenta. 
tious cdeportment obtained for him, was 
most usefully conspicuous during the 
tivts, ou account of the scarcity in July, 
1797; and also during a mutiny among 
the Buckinghamshire militia, among 
whom he fearlessly mixed, exhorting 
and prevailing with them to return to 
their duty. Indeed, wherever he could 
be useful, either by personal exertions, 
by his influence, or by persuasion, there 
he was constantly to be found. He ‘was 
denounced, at the head of a lang list 
of inhabitants of this téwn, to Mr, 
Reeves as a “jacobin” and an enemy 
to his hing and country. A gentleman 
of rank who belonged to that a sociation, 
on seeing this immediately struck his 
own name out of the lst of the committee 
and as ociation. ‘The Duke of Portland, 
then Secretary af State for the home 
cepartment, received a very strong letter 
againt him, which letter his Grace 
snt to Sir Jol, assuring him at the 
same time, that the government placed 
the utmost confidence in his honow, 
incegity, and patriotism, und concluded 
by proposing to offer a large reward 
for the discovery of the writer; this, 
witha diyruified consciousness of the pu- 
rity of his conduct, Sir john declined, 
though Som some we!!-established con- 
ag » the discovery mi.ht possi- 
ily h becn easily made. © And 
this iuestiinable consciousness eB 
abled him to meet with the greatest 
composure. every attempt which the 
rancour and violence of party-iage made, 
‘o suly his reputation and destroy his 
mBuence. So pure, so thy interested, sO 
honouralie were his polit cal principles, 
that when, in the year 1806, he wa‘ 
fered a baronetage by Mr. Fox, he 
declined it, and on the ground that he 
be 1eved the offer to have been made for 
his undeviatn yg attachment ro the cha- 
racterustic poliics of that great maa; 
and thet to accept it, would be a mami- 
fest departure from his principle. |: 

ss these principles which induced hn 
MG FB Slats 3n parhament for the bo 
reach of Portsmouth, to that distip- 
guished friend of li erty, ‘Thomas Ei 
shine Th Ie Bs ineiples led him te 
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enake a similar offer to that ‘Most re- 
spectadle, independent, and highly va- 
lued character, Sir Thomas Mider, 
Bart. who ha declared that nothing, 
but the truly honourable way in which 
the seat was offered to him, cou!d have 
induced him to return again to the fa- 
tigues of parlizmentary duties. It was 
his conciliatin’ temper which led hun 
during the late violence of party, to 
propose as the othe: representative, some 
inoderate member of the admini-tration : 
in the first instance the late Lord Hugh 
Seymour, and afterwards Captain, now 
Admiral Markham, in compliment to 
their common friend the Earl of St. 
Vincent. Some persons are apprehen- 
sive, but on what grounds is be.t known 
to themsclves, that those who succeed 
to the leading influence in the coipora- 
tion will pot preserve the same inde- 
pendence of mind, the same purity of 
political principle, nor the same disin- 
terested conduct. In the year 1796, 
he was again elected mayor, a» also in 
the year 2800, and in 1804, he filled 
the chair of chief magistrate for the 
ninth and last time. Whether he act- 
ed as Inayor, or as a magistrate for the 
borough, or county, he was uniformly 
mild, ampartial, and upright; nor was 
he ever deterred by personal difficulties 
or inconveniences, from a faithful, ac- 
tive, and even minute attendance on 
the widely extended duties of his labo- 
rious office. The poor ever found in 
him, a friend; and the unfortunate, a 
protector. He was ever willing and 
ready to afford relief by his purse, or to 
render assistance by his advice, ‘The 
peace, comfort, and happiness of others, 
and not his own interest, were unweari- 
ed objects of his pursuit. ‘Po the widow 
and the fatherless, he was a father and 
a guardian. Many persons prevailed 
on him to undertake the direction of 
their Concemns, by which he set their 
minds t ease: to these affairs he was 
equaily,' or if possibic, more attentive 
than to his own. Never was there a 
character, in which there was less of 
self, than in his. 

It were superfluous ¢o add, in what 
manner such a man filed the respective 
relations of son and broéther, husband 
and father, friend and master. He 
preserved through life, a guileless sume 
piicity of manners, an unaffected mo- 
desty, and ap unassuming deportment. 


Thore whoknew hin will long recel- 


lect his placid, frank, and beniynant 
countenance—the true index of his heart 
and mind, 

His unceasing attention to the duties 
hr was called to perform, the great in- 
terest he took in the concerns of his 
friends, and those who entrusted thei: 
affairs to him, and the constant exertion 
of mind and body these varied duties 
required, contributed to wear out a con- 
stitution not naturally strong. Kor 
two or three years his friends have re- 
marked with grief, the gradual decline 
of his health, He quitted life with the 
same quiciness and composure he had 
passed through it. His lamp went 
gently out; he drew his last breath 
during sleep; and died at twenty mi- 
nutes past three in the afternoon, of 
the 18h of May. 

His servants and numerous tenantry, 
spontaneowsly paid the samte external 
tribute of affection and regard they pay 
to a near relative, by shutting pp their 
houses. ‘Ihe internal sense of the toss 
they had sustained was manifested not 
merely by the tears shed at his funeral, 
but by constant ejaculations of sorrow 
and lamentation. 

A family vault was built for him in 
the burying ground of the Unitarian 
dissenters of this towns of which soci- 
ety he was nearly the oldest member, 
This society, in public testimony of 
the high estimation in which they held 
his character, of the love they bear to 
his numerous and anviable virtues, and 
of the regard they feel for his memory, 
wear, for one month, the livery of gricf 
and sorrow. His funeral took place at 
seven o'clock in the morning of th 
asth of May, and was as unostentatiour 
as his life had been. The burying 
ground being only a short distance from 
his house, he was carried thither br 
eight of his servants, and followed by 
his son, his youngest and only sur viving 
brothe:, and his oldest nephew. ‘Fhe 
hour and day were wished by the firailv, 
to be kept as private as possible; bur 
so anxious were the people to pay their 
last tribute of affection and esteem tc 
him that, on the mornings of the 23d 
and 24th, great numbers were assen- 
bled before six o'clock in the moining ; 
and on the morning of the interment, mz- 
ny hundreds were waiting more than au 
hour for admission into the chapel. 
The Southern Unitarian society have in 
him lest a valuable member. Indeed, 
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whe getter: 


andiviival can repli enor can anv on 
es ly afer ’ fi <a r 
society 

He | bef widaw ande wile 
* }. nt the le 8 of i f 
und s? af re ¢ i f 
one of ther e attcity rOMdest 
forhers Phe ol ‘ef 19 Nor + try f 
rain Eveleigh, of the Royal Engineer: 


the cecand to Captain Crffard, of the 
Royal Navy, and I ‘ 

of the Royal Naval @ollege, in the 
Do k-vord. The remaining three daugh- 
ters are Womarried. His son is a minor: 


ientenant eoverns! 


a young man af very amiable manners 
amd the most promising talests; he was 


educated under the modest buat clasatc 


Cogan, of Higham-hill, Walthamstow ; 
ana is now studying at Trinity College, 
Cambridge. for the common law. 

Portsmouth. 

oleate 

On Saturday evening M v rath, died 
in the 61st yeer of her age, Mrs FAW- 
CETT, the wife of the Rev. Samuel 
Pawecett, of Mountfield-house, near 
Bridport. She was in so good a state 
of health the preceding Lord's day, as 
to be able to attend public worship three 
times. A fever <cized her on the \Mon- 
day mornins, which baffled a!) medical 
skill to stop its progtess. For the first 
three days, she had the perfect uve of 
her rations! faculties, and though very 
restiess and iff cotsiderable pain, ex- 
pressed a cheerful resipnation to the 
divine will, respecting the result of 
her disorder. On the fourth day, the 
fever affected her head, and she was 
from that time generally deliriods till 
Wer death. Her remains wert, on the 
succeeding Ti esday d posited in her fa- 
mile vaule in Cro whkRerne cRerch. 

Mrs. Faweeft wort very neral'y re. 
but her ineiimate friends whe 
to appreciate ber worth, 


enoeted, 
wWwertc hest ible | 

most highly estcemed and valued hee, for 
the excelent qvalitica By which she wes 
4 tro gmned, ®he 
cha preithe varteus duties of fey as to 
prepared for every event 
Yurh er onect to devotional exerciee¢ an 
< foh ¢ 
‘Socele ob erve fhe anectotic Mrrecept 
' 


s© fceulativy dre 


be ulveuys 


s} 4tiomr., 1:0 one could mere 


} ’ 


“he vd themes Fe Cone nely ane 
order” = Her ‘ewetsten to indolence. y- 


duce i her try MN verte 


y Cerrtar ler, t le ray 


of her woe to some ateful active cn - 
' 


Va ’ ’ ryYv¢ a) er t heme 

‘ i** ny ] ‘ Y rence 

ot ce Ol t fort tn 

a) ’ ~ ‘ rol t the 

ne | vt! power of 

- ‘ rf ving a rk of tha 

: ate . ; 

pivarrs Pirilual Pride, th langnage 

of whichis “stand thou eside, for fam 
} 1%, 1, , rh a) " } aed ra Mm) . 

he was eminent for 


nmility, a pleasing ard amiable trait ja 
her cheract When her pits were 
not depressed by bodily infirmities, or by 
tender recollections of her children, who 
were snatched in carly youth, from their 
affectionate parents, by the unsparing 
hand of death, she was not only inno. 
cently cheerful but even facetiors 
lrained up in the school of affliction, 
she had learnt “ to feel another’s woes.” 
She was symra hizing and compasstons 
ate to the afflicted. and more frequent. 
ly went to “the house of mournity, 
than to the howe of feast ng.” The 
last visit that she made was on the Sun- 
day preceding her death, to a respectable 
lady confined by sickness, the wife of 
Mr. Joseph Downe, of Bridport. Bee 
fore the close of the week, they ind 
both fisished their mortal course; and 
the same day on which the one was if- 
terred, the other was conveyed to het 
silent mansion. How precarious is hy 
man life! Py what a slender tie do we 
hold our deare t friendships on earth! 
and how valuable is the g: spel, whiell, 
by revealing the doctrine of insmor- 
tality, and viving a sure pledge of it 
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, af- 
fords Christians an abundant source ef 
consolation on the death of their pious 
friends, and in the serious contempla- 
tion of heir own dissolution! What 
syseem cf cither ancient philo ophy oF 
medern infidelity, can in this point af 
iow, be ce mya: ed with Christianity! 


in re! ms sentiments, Mrs. Faweeft 

\ i-rofessed Calvinist, Her regards 
hiwever, were net confined to persons 
of that reepectable class, but extended 
t Christ , f other denemunations. 
hon the of the writer of this 
cctch, ditered on some points ot 

r to trine very consider bly from 
these she ertertair d, he pever x peri- 
ed from her ‘during the 13 years he 

had the happit s of Eving with her 
ana her et partner, his mt h 1e- 
erected friend thelea t Nghe on account 
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af his opinions. ‘Their harmony was 
ot neredy interrupted for a moment. 
Her { tcud hip was steady wid unilorm, 
and nove but words ol kindness to him 
ever cropt from her lip . Were Chris- 
tians of every denomi nation to cultivate 
uch anamiahle disposition, and ellew 
to each other without censure, the ex- 
reise of the unalicnable mght of private 
judgment in matters of relic io, they 
would, andst a varicty of discordant 
cptmen.s, maintain the uni y of the 
spirit in the bond of peace and love, and 
thus most creditably adorn and most 
effectually recommend the cause of Chiis- 
tianity. tT. HOWE. 


Bridpers, ‘June 23, 2808. 





On Monday, May 23d. at Chester- 
ton, near: Cambridge, aged 75, Mr 
ROBINSON, iclict of the Rev. Robert 
Robinson. Her maiden name was 
Elien Payne. Mr. Robinson n arried 
her, while both were resident at Nor- 
rich, in the y ar 1759. hie received 
with her, as he states in one of his 
published lette rs, an hundred pounds, 
She bore him ewe lve children. To have 
been the wife of so cxtraordinary a man 
was no light distinction. Mrs. R. is 
described as having studied, and contri- 
buted to, her husband's donmicstic happi- 
NCS, 

On Friday june 17th died at Cottin’- 
ham, Mrs. BRIGGS. wife of Mr. 
Christopher Briegs, one of the dea 
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ANNUAL ASS*MBLI © 


This assembly was held as usual, on 
the iuesday in Whitsun- week, June 7th. 
The usual routine of business was gone 
through. ‘Ihe mecting was numerous 
and harmonious ———Keligious service 
began atitro'’clock, | ae Kev. J. Evans, 

read the scriptures and the hymns; the 
Rev J. Je ‘ery, of Seschben: prayed ; 
and the Rev ix, Wright, of Wisbeach, 
preached and conciuded in prayer. ‘he 
audience was considerable: Mr. \\ right's 
HscOLTSe Was appropriate and impres- 
uve; he drew irresastybly the attention 


-- 
‘ 


of the Unitarian church, Bowl-alicy 
Hull. 

Animated by -mecere and fervent, but 
uno <entat.ous piety, few women hava 
till ther sphere with more exemplary 
prepetety in the constant exercise of «he 
duties of a wife and a mother. 

Her numerous offspring were trained 
ta knowledge and virtue by the exhibi- 
tion of the greatest placidity of cemper 
and muldnes, of demeanor, united with 
undeviating resolution and unshaker 
firmness respecting every plan of 
instrucuon ar mode of correction she 
thought necessary ta be pursued. ‘The 
re ult was the plecsing and wilerestine 
sight of a large family of childven 
equally loving and be! oved, each know- 
ing their place and proceeding through 
the daily routine ot domestic enyage- 
ments with the regularity, facility and 

cheerfulness which marked their habi- 
tation us the “ place where the Chris 
tians lived.” 

Lhe affliction that terminated in the 
death of this excellent woman, was sin- 
vularly painful, Cistressing and long 
protracted; yct trom her no murmuring 
word escaped. ler cyes beamed with 
kindness and benevelence to her family 
and triends wi 


} j 
be irt Bowed with sentiments of vene- 


10 Were wround ber: hor 


é 
I on, resips ter a ane gratitude to ner 
God. ‘lo his hands she committed her 
aficctronate husband and endeared chri- 
Uren, Wita thie Picaang hone of mecti 
iit l 9 i if Ci2it fo ft no 
i fox ‘ ¥ f i 
a | 4 ‘ 
, ct 
{ , rr ‘\ \ 4 
GENERAI HAPTISTS. 
-.. & * . 
of his audito nd warh with yni. 
versal satisfaction and pleasure. “His 


text was Phil. zy.17. J om set for the 
defence of the ros ef. 

The object of the preacher was ta 
produ ‘€ an ict e of zeal and liber:! 
exertion in the ceuse of truth ond 
richteoustiess among his brethren. He 
beeag with stating that the apoyst'e 
showed the »tvadfastness of his fait) by 
his zealous end unwearted exertions ta 
promote the go pel; and contended thar 
thoug!s in tue. first place, the miracics 
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which were wrought by the apostles 
were essential! to the early rapid successof 
Christianity; yet, the zeal and@ctivity 
of the first Christian teachers and their 
adherents had a material is fluence in 
producing the effects which attended 
their labours; and enforced the imi- 
tation of their liberality, zeal, and per- 
severing exertions. “ If" said he, “ we 
hecome lukewarm and inert, the best 
of causes will lan wish under our hands, 
we shall have to complain, my deanness, 
my /canness, the precious words of truth 
will freeze on our lips, we shall work no 
deliverance in the earth.” Mr. W. ex- 
hibited the considerations which should 
stimulate our zeal and persevering ¢x- 
extions in support of the pure gospel. 
t. Phat it is of the highest authority, 
asit originated with God, was commu 
nicated co the world by the most glori- 
ous of all his messengers, confirmed by 
the most signal miracles, and cor? om us 
endured ali his sufferings in its defence, 
and sealed it with his blood. 2. That the 
gospel ts of the greatest importance to 
mankind, as it reveals the character of 
the one and only God, is the word of 
salvation, and the only sure record of 
eternal life. 3. That the gospel ts cal- 
culated to produce the most happy ef- 
tects, as its tendency is to enlighten 
the mind, to make men virtuous and 
good, to unite them in the bonds of 
wiutual love, and to Jead them to the 
enjoyment of the most solid and durab'e 
peace. 4. That if the friends of truth 
sre mMactive its enemics will not beso. 5. 
{atin takes respecting the leading doc. 
fripes Of Christianity are not innoxious, 


©. That che circumstances of the timesin 
worch we live, should stimulate us to 
Make cvery possible exertion for the 


promouen of pure uncorrupted Chris- 
tianity Lhe preacher then attempted 
ro show what Chri-tians should do if 
they would promote the pure gospel, 
ite be.an with exhorting ae not to 
tempt to throw the whole of the work 
m thew ministers, reminding them 
that, though ministers are to take the 
at, Choy mast assist and promote their 
efloris, He showed that all are called 
to promote the gospel and that if they 
would do it, they must first seek to un- 
derstand the gospel for themselves, aud 
be freg and fearless in their inquiries 
ater truth. 2, They must live under 
the influence of the gospel and be im- 
ued with its Spirit. 3. They must 
l 4 That as the 
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gospel is promoted by public teaching, 
Christians are to promote it by provid. 
ing for the education of pious and gra. 
lous young men for the ministry. 5. By 
enabling their moni-ters to live inde. 
pendent. of worldly business, that they 
may devote themselves wholly to the 
work. 6. By promoting a serious and 
steady attendance on their ministry, 
7. By assisting their ministers in the 
circulation of books, the formation of 
schools for the children of the Door, 
and in every practicable plan of oo 
volence. &. By free and pious conver. 
sation with their ministers, with each 
other, and with their neighbours and 
acquaintance, and in particular by in. 
structing their families, &c. 9, By 
doing all they can to promote the 
general diffusion of rational views of 
the gospel, and practical —— 
Mr. W. noticed the obstacles there 
are to the suctess of the gospel in 
its purity, and observed that these, 
instead of discouraging should stim. 
late our zeal the more, as truth 
must ultimately prevail, and no good 
effort properly directed, can fail of 
sooner or later producing important ef 
fects. He exhorted his brethren to 
unite with those who show by their 
exertions they are set for the defence of 
the gospel; and concluded by shewing 
that the faithful servants of the Lord 
will receive a glorious res ard. 

After reading this absiract of the ser- 
mon, the readey will no doubt feel, with 
us, a wish that it mi_ht appear in print. 
It wou'd be generally useful in the Ge- 
neral Baptist body, and indeed amongst 
other denominations. —— | he friends al- 
terwards dined together at the King’s 
head tavern, Pou'try. Abeut 60 per 
sons saic down to dinner; at which, as 
well as at the reigious service, We 
obse ved several per ons present, not 
belonging to the general Baptists. The 
growing union of the friends of :ational 
religion of every sect 1s the most pro 
mising feature in the character of the 
present times. After dinner Nir. Wright 
called the atten.ion of the company & 
the subject of the Munthly heposterys 
the success of which is owing in & con 
siderable degree to the exertions of the 
antient and liberal denomination whose 
meeting is here recorded.—-Althougs 
the assembly was as fully attended as 
has been usual, there were some perso™ 
absent who have heretofore been con 
dered as members, and absent, * * 











thought, on the ground of religious opi- 
pion. In fact, the Trinitarian part ol 
the General Baptists has been for a long 
time gradually diminishing, and is at 
length from secessions or conversions, 
become nearly extinct in the old con- 
fezion, which consitt almost entirely 
of Unitarians, meaning by that term, 
what it strictly denotes, Anti-trinita- 
rians. In this proper sense of the term, 
we should rejoice to hear that this de- 
nomination adopted the appellation Unie 
tarian, in preference to that of Geaeral 
Baptists. An opinion concerning the 
great object of worship forms a more 


GENERAL MEETING OF 


The fourth general meeting of this 
Society, was held on the Wednesday in 
Whitsun-week, — 8th, in the Unita 
rian chapel, Parliament-court, London. 
The religious services of the day were 
introduced by the Rev. Robert Aspland, 
with reading the scriptures and prayer ; 
the Rev. James Lyons, of Hull, (ot 
whom see an account, p. 166 and 272) 
preached the annual sermon; and the 
Rev. Abraham Bennett, of Ditchling, 
concluded with prayer. Mr. Lyons, 
from Ga). vi. 9. And det us not be weary 
in well doing; for in due season we shail 
reap if we faint not, shewed that pur- 
suing the object of the Unitarian Fund 
was well-domg, pointed out the obsta- 
eles to success, and laid down the 
grounds of encouragement. ‘The ser- 
mon displayed considerable ability, and 
from the manner of its delivery as well 
as from the matter it contained, was 
exceedingly impressive and affecting. 
dhe preacher drew a delicate but strik- 
ing picture of the ever-memorable Dr. 
Priestley, which no one was at a loss 
to understand; and another of an Uni- 
tarian missionary, which drew the eyes 
of all the auditors to a gentleman pre- 
sent, whose name and labours are fami- 
liar to our readers. The history of Mr. 
Lyous, recently made known, added 
iuexpressitde force to many of his ob- 
servations His feelings were evidently 
much agitated in certain parts of the 
discourse, and the congregation sympa- 
tluzed witks him. A genera, and 
unanimous wish was fele by the auditory 
that the sermon might be pub ished; 
and as it was understvod that the society 
sould not, as such, undertake any pub- 
‘cation (excepting reports of ats own 
VOL. iil, 2 
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natural and reasonable distinction, ia 
the preseat state of Christendom, than 
an opinion concerning the extent of 
Christian redemption. But we make 
the suggestion with diffidence, and beg 
that it may be received with candour. 
We respect and esteem our General 
Baptist brethren, - They are the only 
body of Christians, connected by church 
discipline or rather by Christian fellowe 
ship, who encourage freedom of ine 
quiry and exercise undounded liberality. 
Peace be within their dwellings, pros 
perity within their churches! 


THE UNITARIAN FUND, 


proceedings,) individuals brought in 
their subscriptions to the secretary, 
amounting to more than trventy guineas. 
In ashort time therefore, the public will 
have an opportunity of judging of the 
coirectness of our description. The 
sermon cannot be expested to please so 
much in reading as on the delivery, 
buc we shall be much disappointed if it 
do not prove universaliy interesting. 
—Immediately after the public service, 
the fourth repert of the committce was 
read by the secretary, Mr. Aspland, 
Jt was shorter than the two former 
printed reports, but it is hoped not loss 
important or encouraging, It announc- 
ed the receipt of a benefaction of twen. * 
ty guineas from America. A consider- 
able part of it was occupied with Mr. 
Lyons’s missionary tour in Scotland, 
which appears to have been not without 
considerable success, For further par 
ticulars our readers must wait for its 
publication, which will take place in a 
few days. [|N B. A copy of the report 
will be sent to every subscriber in the 
district of the three-penny post. Coun- 
try subscribers are requested to direct 
the secretary, without any expense of post- 
age, how thew copies shail be delivered J 
‘Lhe congregation at the chapel wag 
more numerous than on any former oce 
casion, and bighly re.pectable, and the 
coliection at the doors liberal._——in 
the formation of the society for business, 
Joseph Holden, ksq. was called to the 
chair. ‘Ihe report of the committee 
was adoptec and ordered to be printed. 
‘The treasurer's report was delivered 
and received with high satisfaction. 
ihe finances of the fund are amproved 
since the meeting in October, notwithe 
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into office the ensuing year: 
Treasurer. 
John Christie, Esq. §2, Mark-lane. 
Secretary. 
Rev. Robert Aspland, Hackney. 
Commilice. 
Mr. David Faton, 187, High Holborn. 
-——Thomas Freeman, Dyer’s-court, 
Aldermanbury. 
——James Young, Hackney. 
——William Titford, Union-street, Spi- 
talfields, 
Rev. Thomas Rees, Paternoster-row. 
Mr. Thoma, Hardy, Walworth, 
--— Ephraim Burtord, Stratford. 
Auditors. 
Mr. G. M. Davidson, Fish-street-hill, 
——hbenezer Johnston, Bishopsgate-st. 

The meeting was conducted with the 
utmost harmony, and the society ad- 
journed to Whitsuntide, 1809. 

Tur Dinner was on the same eco- 
nomical plan and at the same place, 
(King’s-head, Poultry,) as on former 
occasions. Kefere the time appointed 
for dinner, the room set apart for the 
occasion, overflowed with company. 
One nuNpaep and Fre Ty persons were 
at length assembled. Wm. Frend, Esq. 
was in the chair, We were delighted 
to observe a large proportion of young 
personsin the company. The following 
names of Gentlemen present occur to 
us; Messrs. Allen, of Finsbury-square, 
Barber, of Denmark-hill, J. and W. 
Barnard, of Harlow, S. Barton, Bentley, 
Bellerby, Bicknell, Bradiey, Browne, 
of Ditchling, Burford, Christie, G. 
Cooper, Freeman, Garfitt of Boston, 
Grice, Hardy, Hawkes, of Stortford, 
Hlickes, Holden, os E. Johnston, 
Lanfear, Moore, ot Dorking, Rankin, 
Rutt, Shipley, J. Silver, Simons, Sow- 
erby, Spyring, Staley, Stower, Sturch, 
Richard Taylor, Titford, Wood, of Hack- 
ney, Young, &c. &e. We recollect 
the following ministers; Mesera Aspland, 
Bennett, Blandel!, Michael Brown,Coup- 
land, of Head &-n, Davies, of Milford, 
Joseph Dobell, of Cranbrook, Eaton, 
Eilis of Guildford, Evans, Gisburne, of 


standing an extraordinary expenditure. Soham, Holt, of Cirencester, 5, Kings. 
‘The following gentlemen were chosen 


ford, of Canterbury, Lyons, Marsom, 
Marten, of Dover, Philpot, of Saffron 
Walden, Piall, of Smarden, Potticary, 
T. Rees, Simpson, of Hackney, Steven. 
son, of Leitester, Stewart, of Bessel's. 
green, Vidler, Wright. We think 
it proper to record some of the names 
and sentiments given from the chair ®, 
all of which were neatly prefaced 

the chairman. 1. Religious liberty 

over the world, 2. The Unitarian Fund, 
3. The Rev. J. Lyons. 4. The Unita. 
rian book societies. 5. Our missionaries 
6. The venerable Mr. Lindsey. 7. The 
memory of Dr. Priestley. 8. Mr. Bel- 
sham. 9g. Success*to the Monthly 
Repository. Some compliments were 
aiso paid from the chair to individuals 
present.—On Mr. Lyons’s health being 
given, Mr. Wright favoured the com- 
pany with the history, as far as it was 
within his observation, of Mr. L.'s 
change of opinions; and the chairman 
and the secretary stated some particulars 
of the sermon, delivered in the morn- 
ing, for the information of those gen- 
tlemen that had not heard it. In ad- 
dressing the company Mr. L. was strong- 
ly affected. He thanked the society for 
cheir exertions to which he, particularly 
was indebted; for to Mr. Wright's 
missionary journies, which they encov- 
raged and — he owed in a 
great measure his present views of truth. 
It must have been highly gratifying to 
Mr. Wright to be appealed to at sucha 
mecting by Mr. Lyons, as teligiously 
speaking his Futher.——— The mission- 
aries severally addressed the company; 
viz. Messrs. Wright, Gisburne, Bennett, 
Marsom and Vidler, and Mr. Rees in 
behalf of the Welsh missionaries. They 
described the cause of Unitarianism as 
every where growing and expressed their 
sense of the excellence of the Unitarian 
Fund Institution, which had not only 
enabled them in a pecuniary point 

view, to devote their time and talents to 
the service of scriptural Christianity, but 
had also infused animttion and zeal 
into their bosoms.—The mention 

Mr. Belsham’s name naturdly led to 





* On this subject, (happily not an important one,) some of our respectable 
correspondents in the country differ from us, but we submit it to thym, whether 
it be possible t@ convey to persons not present at the dinner an idea of the mecting 
withowt reporting the proceedings of the chairman. ‘Toasts, whatever objections 
may he against them, are the only means of uniting a very large company 
drawing forth imteresting discourse; and the re port of them is the best picture 


she temper and spirit of a public mectin 
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ehe consideration of the improyed ver- 
sion of the New Testament, which is 
nearly completed, chiefly by the labours 
of that gentleman -—The treasurer, Mr. 
Christie, as soon as a suitable occasion 
offered’ pleaded with much carnestness 
the cause of the Fund: the secretary 
also explained the object and vindicated 
the measures of the society, at consi- 
derable length; he regarded the talents 
and characters of the missionaries as a 
sufficient reply to every objection.—— 
Mr. Eaton, on being alluded to, very 
properly, as the projector of the Unita- 
rian Fund, detailed the history of the 
proceedings that led to it, and express- 
ed in glowing terms his satisfaction and 
joy in bcholding the society attain in 
two years, such a state of strength and 
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vigour.—In the couree of the evening 
Messrs. Johnston, Rutt, Sturch, &e, 
delivered their sentiments on matters 
before the meeting. ——Throughout the 
whole day perfect unanimity and cor- 
diality prevailed. Such a meeting for 
such a purpose, (the propagation of Uni« 
tarianism,) was never before seen in 
England.—A large sum was obtained 
in new subscriptions.—At the first pub- 
lic dinner in 1806, the company con- 
sisted of 70 persons; at the second in 
1807, of 100; and at this third, of 150. 
This is a just picture of the increasing 
powers of the Fund. What may be its 
ultimate influence in the cause of teuth 
and righteousness, no one can calcu- 
late! 
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Letters upon Arianism, and other 
topics in Metaphysics and ‘Theology, in 
Reply to the Lectures of the Rev. Ben- 
jamin Carpenter. By Thomas Belshain. 
8vo. pp. 144. (First published in the 
M. Repos. 

The Propriety of the Time of 
Christ's appearance in the world; with 
Reflections on the Nature and Utility of 
Public worship. A Sermon, preached 
May 23, 1808, at the opening of the New 
General Baptist Meeting-house, Cran- 
brook, in Kent. By John Fvans, A. M. 

A more extended Di.cussion in Favour 
ef Liberty of Conscience, recommended 
by the Rev. Christopher Wyvill. Se- 
cond Edition. 8vo. pp 22. 

A Hivtory of the Penal Laws against 

the frish Catholics, from the ‘Treaty of 
Jameritk to the Union. By Henry 
Parnell, Esq. M.P. 8vo. 6s. 
_ The Goodness of God acknowledged 
im Recovery from Sickness. ‘T'wo Ser- 
mons by the late Rev. Wim. ‘lurner, of 
‘Wakefield. rs. 

Joseph's Consideration; a Sermon 
preached in Clare-hall Chape!, Feb. 29, 
1408. By the Rev. J. Plumptre, M.A. 15. 

The Nature and Importance of a Good 
Education; a Sermon preached, January 
14, 1808, before the Fromoters of the 
Protestant Dissenters’ Grammar School, 
Jately opened at Mill Hill. By David 

Bogue, A.M. 1s, 


An Essay on the Inspiration of the 
Holy Scriprures, and a Dissertation on 
Fanuly Worship, with Notes. By the 
Rev. A. Bower, lite of Aberdeen, 
ramo. is. 6d. 

Christian Unitarianism vindicated : be- 
ing a Reply to a Work, 44 ner Bevans, 
jun, entitled “ A Defence of theChristian 
Joctrines of the Socicty of Friends.” 
By Verax, &vo. 7s. 

A Brief Apology for Quakerism. In- 
scribed to the Edinburgh Keviewers. 1s. 

“ Stubborn Facts’’ examined, and Real 
Facts stated. By J. Upton. 12mo. ts. 

An Appendix to“ Remarks on a re- 
cent Hypothesis, reppectir the orisrin 
of Moral Evil,’ occasioned by the “ Re- 
ply of Mr, Jos. Gilbert,” in two Letters 
to that Gentleman; in which his imp.o- 
per spirit and gross misrepresentations 
are exposed, By William bennet. ts. 

A Defence of the Principa] Doctrines 
of Evangelical Religion, in a Letter to 
a Barti-ter, occasioned by his “ Huts.” 
By A. Layman. 3s. 

Memoirs of the Life and Character 
of the Rev. Cornelius Winter. By W. 
Jay. 8vo. gs. : 
A New Version of the Psalms, in 
blank verse, with a Latin version of the 
8th Psalm in Alcaic verse. By the Rev. 
Thomas Dennis, Curate of Haslemere, 
Surry. 8vo. ros, 6d. 
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A Poetical Epistle on the Abolition 
of the Slave ‘I’'rade; addressed to Mr. 
Wilberforce. By F. Sanson. 4to. §s. 

Vhe Reapers’ Song. Written by the 
Rev VY. B. Collyer, A. M. Set to mu- 
sic for four voiecs, with accompaniments. 
By lames Peck. 45. 

é. NOTICES. 

Monumenr tro Locxe.—The com- 
mittce for carrying the above object into 
effect, have determined on their plan. 
Subscriptions will be rec sived at the 
Literary-Fund Office, the use of which 
has been offered to the committee, 
where a model of the intended monus 
ment will soon be exhibited te the pub- 
lic. Each subscriber at two-guineas, 
s to have an elegant engraving of the 
monument. Subscribers of five-guineas, 


i 


Notices.—Cor'respondénce. 


will he presented ‘with 2 medal, ereeuw 
ed by Mr. Bolton, of Soho, with the 
head of Locke, and on the reverse, g 
representation of the monument; sub. 
scribers of ‘ten-guineas, the same ip 
silver. —Subscriptions will be for. 
warded to the committee by the Editor 
of the Monthiy Repository. 

Mr. Paaxes has for some time been 
engaged in revising the Chemical Cate 
chism, in order to accommodate every 
part of that work to the new facts late! 
developed by the highly interesting ae | 
truly importan* discoveries cf Mr. Davy, 
A new edition (being the 3d.) the 
amended, and with other very consider 
able additions is in the press, and will be 
ready for publication in the course of 
the next weck. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





We must again bespeak the indulgence of our correspondents for postponing the 


insertion of various c yminiunications. 


Some controversial articles which have 


heen lying by us a considerable time we despair of being able to make use of : the 
writers of them will awe trust give us credit for a sincere wish to do justice to our 
correspondents as well as to give satisfaction to our readers. Our task in editing 
the M. Repos. isthe more difficult from the pleasing circumstance of our having 
“so great a number of voluntary communications. ‘The articles we insert are nm 
always betcer chan those we omit, though in our judgment better adapted to each 
einer. 
Mr. Mar-om’s first letter on the pre-existence of Christ, in reply to Mr. Bel- 
, the Clergyman’s lust motice of J.M. and Mr. Belsham’s final answer to 
Mr. Carpenter, shall appear in our next number; to which also we are obligad 
to deter the Obituary of Bishop Hurd, of Rev, Joseph Bradford, and the Additions 
to and Corrections of the Obituary of the Kev. W. Wood, and the account 
‘he Anmversary of the Western Unitarian Society, with other articles of Intel 
hgence , 
We have received a jong letter signed A Free-thinking Christian, comp)at- 
ing of our account of the little society called “ Free-thinking Chiistians” in our 
ust numrber, and purporting to be a correction of the errors of our reporter. 
tiad it am.wered its professed end, we should have been thankful for it and would 
jriadiy have laid it betore our readers; but in fact, it does net convict our reporter 
of one real error, aad is besides so ill-writien, so frivolous, so unintelligible, and 
e beastiul that we could not admit it into the Monthly Repository, without 
subjccting ourselves to general censure. We would recommend to the Free-think- 
ing Christian instead of challenging Unitarians to a contest with him to make 
mese'f acquainted with their writings. By rejecting his letter, we donot how- 
ever determine upon his opimons, nor do we wish the sect to be implicated in the 
«ct of one of its members. In short, our magazine is open to all “ thinkers,” 
and the * freer’ the better; but in becoming writers for the Monthly Repository» 
they must restrain themeelves within certain limits, viz. those of ertbography: 
@ramowr, and sense. 
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